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Foreword 


As long as the echoes of the other world are heard in 
the human heart, men will ask what does the other 
world hold for them. 

This book is an attempt, In a simple, popular 
manner, to throw some light on the problems of the 
other world. 

It is sent out with the prayer that those who read 
it may be helped. 

_My indebtedness for help from many sources is 
hereby gratefully acknowledged. 
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IMMORTALITY 


IF A MAN DIE, SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN? 
—Job 14:14 


I HAVE FAITH IN THE FUTURE, AND I THINK I SEE THE GOLDEN 
ISLANDS, BUT OH, THAT WE HAD A STOUTER VESSEL OR A 


STRONGER WORD. 
—Socrates 


WHOSOEVER . . . BELIEVETH ON ME SHALL NEVER DIE. 
—Jesus Christ 


Clemantbe Oh unkind! 
And shall we never see each other? 


Ion Yes! 
I have asked that dreadful question of the hills 
That look eternal; of the flowing streams 

That lucid flow forever; of the stars, 

Amid whose fields of azure my raised spirit 
Hath trod in glory; all were dumb; but now, 
While I thus gaze upon thy living face, 

I feel the love that kindles through its beauty 
Can never wholly perish; we shall meet 


again, Clemanthe! 
—Talfourd’s “Ion” 


WHEN I HAVE CROSSED 
THE BAR 


GHAR UE KG! 
THE PROBLEM STATED 


MIRERE is no life which is not some time or other 
saddened by the parting by death from some loved 
one or some acquaintance. Who of us has not stood 
at the open grave, and heard the solemn words, 
“earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” and 
turned away with the questions on our Iips: ‘‘ Does 
death end all? Is there another life beyond this life? 
What has become of the soul that animated this 
body, which is now lifeless, which is now dead?”” We 
have wished that some voice from the clouds would 
speak out and settle forever this momentous question 
of the hereafter. But no voice speaks, and we return 
to our work, wondering, thinking, questioning. It has 
always been thus, since that grim visitor, Death, 
first entered a human abode and silenced a loved one. 
And apparently it will always be thus, -as Iong as a 
sad procession wends its way to a cemetery. 

- But has no response been made to these queries? 
Has no light been shed on the ever-recurring problem 
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of what follows death? It would be impossible to 
think of a question being asked by successive genera- 
tions since the world began, without many and sincere 
attempts to answer it. 


THE MATERIALISTIC VIEW 


Some have been so engrossed with material things 
that the idea of a soul existing in dissociation from a 
body is a thing incredible. Their creed has been ex- 
pressed as follows: 
“A cradle to cry in, 

A coffin to lie in, 

Betwixt them I steal 

Through the fun of the Fair; 

Chance calling, Fate guiding, 

Life’s roundabout gliding, 

Until the grey Dustman 

Surprises me there.” 


This view has been championed by Ernst Haeckel, of 
Germany, whose main contention is that all that we 
know of thought, love, feeling, are only functions of 
the brain; and when the brain is destroyed, these 
functions perish also. 


THE IMMORTALITY OF INFLUENCE 


Some, however, answer that the only immortality is 
that which merges in the race which continues, and 
as long as the race continues, each individual makes 
some contribution to it, though he passes away and 
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is forgotten, just as the water of the river is Iost in but 
contributes to the ocean. 

We speak of the “tmmortal’’? Shakspere, whose 
influence in literature abides, and is likely always to 
abide. 

This view has been beautifully expressed by George 
Eliot: 


O may I join the choir invisible 

Of those immortal dead who live again 

In minds made better by their presence; live 

In pulses stirred to generosity, 

In deeds of daring rectitude, 

In scorn for miserable aims that end in self, 

In thoughts sublime that pierce the night like stars, 
And with their mild persistence urge man’s search 
To vaster Issues 

This is life eternal. 


THE PANTHEISTIC VIEW 


There are some men who believe that God is every- 
thing and everything is God, and that, when the life 
of the individual passes away, it is absorbed into 
God, of whom it was always a part. Buddhism is 
largely responsible for such a belief. 


CHRISTIAN IMMORTALITY 


There are many people whose faith is expressed by 
Job: “I know that my Redeemer liveth, and at last 
he will stand up upon the earth: and after my skin, 
even this body, is destroyed, then without my flesh 
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shall I see God.”’ Job 19:25, 26. They rest their assur- 
ance of immortality upon the words of Christ, “Il am 
the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on 
me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth on me shall never die.” John 
11:25, 26. “Because I live, ye shall live also.” John 
14:19. 

Quite a number of Christian people believe that, as 
only God has immortality in himself, immortality is 
conditioned upon man’s partaking of his life through 
Christ. So, to them, only believers in Christ have 
life eternal. | 


CHAPTER II 
THE ANSWERS OF MAN 


Let us face the problem of immortality and deter- 
mine as far as we possibly can whether the life im- 
parted at our birth continues perforce forever, or is 
at death annihilated, or becomes extinct at a later 
date, or is absorbed into God and loses its distinctive 
personality, or is immortal only by participation in 
the divine life through faith in Jesus Christ. 

In this chapter we shall confine ourselves to the 
answers given by man to the question, “‘If a man die, 
shall he live again?” 

Because of the very nature of the problem, the 
answers are not categorically dogmatic, nor are they 
of mathematical precision. The evidence submitted 
is rather of the probable kind, but so cumulative 
that, if 1t does not amount to positive proof, it will 
lead to the unescapable conviction of positiveness. 


THE ANSWER OF SCIENCE 


Science deals with facts deducing general Iaws with- 

out speculation or imagination. The scientist boasts 

of his ability to dissociate the head from the heart in 

his investigations. Truth without sentiment is his 
13 
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pursuit. His feelings, his prejudices, are sacrificed to 
exactness of fact. Now, science taken literally can- 
not speak for or against immortality. It has discov- 
ered no fact which disproves it; it has discovered 
no fact which definitely declares it. Science, strictly 
speaking, is neutral on this great question. It is said, 
and with some show of truth, that science in these 
latter days tends to discredit the idea of immortal- 
ity because the universe is shown to be so large, and 
man, as a fractional part of the whole, Is so small. It 
is folly for him to imagine that he does anything else 
than play a very insignificant part at the best upon 
the great stage of the universe, and then he “shuffles 
off this mortal coil”? forever. But bigness is not the 
greatest thing. A mountain of ore is insignificant 
compared with the hairspring of a delicate, well- 
balanced watch. A world passing through space is 
insignificant compared with a thinking, loving man. 
Materialistic science has gone too far in declaring 
that conscious life is a function of the brain, and in 
thus drawing the conclusion that when the brain 
perishes its functions become defunct. The greatest 
biologists and physiologists of the world, who build on 
facts and not on fancies, while they, of course, recog- 
nize a codrdination of the brain functions and intelli- 
gent life, have failed on the closest investigation to 
establish the relation of cause and effect between the 
brain and intelligent life, so that when the cause is 
removed, the effect is destroyed. 
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Professor Tyndall said, “‘the relation of the brain 
and the mind is unthinkable.” John Stuart Mill, who 
was never credited with having much sympathy with 
Christianity, speaks as a scientist when he says, 
“‘there is no evidence in science against the immor- 
tality of the soul, but that negative evidence which 
consists of the absence of evidence in its favor.” 

The law of the conservation of energy has been 
called in as evidence to prove that science favors tm- 
mortality. The law is, that no force Is ever destroyed. 
It may change its form, but it can never be annthi- 
lated. Hence a soul with its equivalent of force can 
never become extinct. Sir Oliver Lodge, of Birming- 
ham University, England, one of the leading scien- 
tists of the world to-day, says, “‘the law of evolution is 
that good shall on the whole increase in the universe 
with the progress of the suns; that immortality itself 
is a special case of a more general law, viz., that in the 
whole universe nothing really finally perishes that Is 
worth keeping; that a thing once attained is not 
thrown away.” If science cannot lend an argument 
for the immortality of the soul, it is certain that it 
cannot disprove it. 


THE ANSWER OF PHILOSOPHY 


What answer has philosophy to give to the prob- 
Iem of immortality? Philosophy has spoken in favor 
of life after death. There is a universal desire for an- 
other life. This desire is not only of Christian origin, 
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when we read of the resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus Christ and the joys at the right hand of God 
forevermore, but it is an innate desire or instinct In 
the human heart. 


Thou madest man, he knows not why; 
He thinks he was not made to die. 
— Tennyson 


This yearning desire of the human heart for im- 
mortality is virtually a promise of it. 


Else whence this pleasing hope, this fond desire, 
This longing after immortality? 
Or whence this secret dread and inward horror 
Of falling into naught? Why shrinks the soul 
Back on herself, and startles at destruction? 
Tis the divinity that stirs within us; 
*Tis heaven itself that points out an hereafter 
And intimates eternity to man. 

—Addison 


We have but to look at the burial customs of men to 
see the hope they had for the dead. The Chinese 
put food in front of their ancestral tablets for the 
spirits of their departed friends. The weeping Greeks 
opened the mouth of their beloved dead and placed 
the obolus, a small coin, in It to pay the grim ferry- 
man to ferry the soul over the River Styx. The 
Egyptians preserved the bodies of their dead with 
such care that we have mummies unearthed to-day 
which were prepared millenniums before the Chris- 
tian era. Why did they embalm and preserve them 
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so carefully? Because they expected them to live 
again. The great Pyramids are the result of this be- 
lief in immortality. 

Uncrivilized men put weapons of warfare, gor- 
geous dresses, trinkets, food and money beside their 
friends in their burying places for their use in the life 
after death. It may be accepted as conclusive that 
no race of men, however cultured or ignorant, refined 
or savage, has yet been found which has not had some 
idea of a life beyond the grave. 

The law of parsimony has been called m as evi- 
dence for immortality. It is the law of austere econ- 
omy, that no time, no power, no material is ever 
wasted. According to this law it ts hardly possible 
that God would create a desire of immortality m the 
human soul without some answering satisfaction. If 
the eye has been created to see, there are objects to 
be seen; if the ear has been created to hear, there are 
sounds to be heard; if there is a desire for food, there 
is something to eat; if there ts thirst, there is also 
something to drink; if there is love, there is some ob- 
ject to love, and so on. Now it is but reasonable to 
suppose, therefore, that if there is a universal desire 
for immortality there must be an answering satisfac- 
tion im the life beyond death. | 

The human soul is capable of loving. The horizon 
of its field of operation may be either very limited or 
extended, whether it be the affection for the members 
of the family, tribe, nation, or the world. But surely 
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this spiritual force would be dishonored if 1t must 
terminate at death. We cannot believe that love will 
die. 

There is also the law of progress. Humanity has 
been developing upward, not only in material things, 
but also in spiritual culture. Human life at its best ts 
very incomplete. The intellectual and spiritual pow- 
ers of man are progressing, growing, and it would be 
unreasonable and foolish to cut them off m the midst 
of their growth, just as it would be to nip the bud 
before the flower or fruit were formed. Surely man, 
with his Godlike powers, is only as a babe in knowl- 
edge and development compared with the man of 
full strength and stature that he may become; and 
to cause his powers to cease in their infant stage, to 
cut off his personality mn the process of development, 
would be as foolish as destroying the babe. The very 
process of growth argues for the possibility of time 
for the full development of man’s powers, argues for 
the continuance of life after death. 

But another element enters into the claim for 1m- 
mortality, and that is the inequalities of life here, 
with their evident injustices. Here are two men, for 
instance: the one is “‘born with a silver spoon in his 
mouth”’; the other, his equal, if not his superior, in 
all that goes to make up true manhood, is born in 
poverty, but, because of circumstances, the one lords 
it over the other and keeps him down as a slave. 
Think you, if there is a God of eternal justice keeping 
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watch, that, somewhere and sometime, the wrong 
shall not be righted? If it is not righted here, it will 
be righted hereafter, and a hereafter is a necessity for 
eternal justice to right wrongs. 

Immortality is a persistent belief of the human 
heart; as Emerson says, “‘an inextinguishable in- 
stinct in the human race.”’ Renan has said: “‘Let us 
deny nothing, affirm nothing, but wait in hope. It is 
a beautiful custom that when we pass away, we 
introduce music and incense, as expressions of our 
yearning for a higher sphere. The day in which the 
belief m an after life shall vanish from the earth will 
witness a terrific moral and spiritual decadence. 
Some of us, perhaps, might do without it, provided 
only that others held it fast. But there is no lever 
capable of raising an entire people if once they have 
Jost their faith in the immortality of the soul.’ One 
of the presidents of the New York Stock Exchange 
declared in effect that the only thing that enabled the 
Stock Exchange to do business was the fear of the 
judgment to come. Let the creed of men be, “Let us 
eat, drink and be merry, for to-morrow we die,” and 
pandemonium will be Iet loose. 


THE ANSWER OF POETS 


The seers of our humanity are the poets, whose 
hearts are in accord with the aspirations of humanity, 
and they believe in immortality. From some of the 
best known I cull a few passages. 
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Tennyson says: 


My own dim life should teach me this, 
That life shall live for evermore, 

Else earth is darkness at the core, 
And dust and ashes all that is. 


Tis life, whereof our nerves are scant, 
O life, not death, for which we pant; 
More life, and fuller, that I want. 


And tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crossed the bar. 


Browning says: 


Truly there needs another life to come! 
If this be all 

And other life await us not—for one 

I say ’tis a poor cheat, a stupid bungle, 
A wretched failure. I, for one, protest 
Against it, and I hurl it back with scorn. 


Whittier says: 


Alas for him who never sees 

The stars shine through his cypress trees! 
Who, hopeless, Iays his dead away, 

Nor looks to see the breaking day 

Across the mournful marbles play! 

Who hath not learned, in hours of faith, 
The truth to flesh and sense unknown, 
That Life is ever Lord of death, 


And Love can never lose its own! 
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Wordsworth says: 


But when the great and good depart, 
What is it more than this— 

That man, who is from God sent forth 
Doth yet again to God return?— 
Such ebb and flow must ever be, 

Then wherefore should we mourn? 


I cannot doubt that they whom thou deplore 
Are glorified; or if they sleep, shall wake 
From sleep, and dwell with God in endless love. 


Longfellow says: 


There is no Death! what seems so is transition; 
This life of mortal breath 

Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 
Whose portal we call Death. 


Death is the chilliness that precedes the dawn; 
We shudder for a moment, then awake 
In the broad sunshine of the other life. 


Shakspere says: 


To die, to sleep; 
To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there’s the rub: 
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come, 
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 
Must give us pause: 
Thus conscience does make cowards of us all. 


CHAPTER III 
THE BIBLE ANSWER 


(THE ‘helief in. God: aad the: belief in ctnmneeeaan 
are inseparably bound up with each other. While 
science in Its strictest sense fails to prove or disprove 
the immortality of the human soul, and we are left to 
probabilities which amount almost to positive proof, 
yet the whole matter Is put beyond a peradventure 
by the teaching of the Bible, and especially by the 
teaching of Christ himself. While we are grateful 
for the light nature and human nature—science, 
philosophy, poetry, and so forth—throw upon this 
important question of immortality, we are, after 
all, led to recognize the Bible as our great au- 
thority on the subject. Some have thought that the 
Old Testament speaks sparingly, if not rather du- 
biously, of immortality. But whatever the Old Tes- 
tament may or may not say, there Is no doubt as to 
the teaching of the New Testament, and especially 
the uncompromising pronouncements of Christ on 
the subject. When he speaks, let all else keep silence 
before him. 
What light does the Bible shed on the subject? 
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OLD TESTAMENT ANSWER 


Turning to the Old Testament, we find that God 
breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul. It was a life akin to God’s 
own life. It was more than mere animal life or exist- 
ence. In the early books of the Bible we often meet 
with this expression, “‘was gathered to his people,” 
or, “gathered to his fathers.”” Now that expression 
means more than being buried where his ancestors 
were buried, for in most cases the expression was 
used before the act of burial took place, as in the case 
of Jacob, who was not buried for forty days after his 
death; besides, many of them were not buried where 
their fathers were buried. Abraham, for instance, 
was buried in the cave of Machpelah, while his an- 
cestors were buried many miles away in Ur of the 
Chaldees. Aaron and Moses were buried far away 
from their ancestors. So, then, the expression means 
that the spirits of the people were gathered together 
immediately after death in the place called ‘‘Sheol”’ 
by the Hebrews and ‘“‘Hades”’ by the Greeks. Jesus 
put the matter beyond further question when he 
silenced the Sadducees who did not believe in immor- 
tality. God had said to Moses, “‘I am the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
““God is not the God of the dead, but’ of the living,”’ 
Matt. 22:32, Christ said to them. Enoch and Elyah 
were translated to another life without seeming death. 
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David says: ‘In thy presence is fulness of joy; in 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 
Ps. 16:11. “Surely goodness and Jovingkindness 
shall follow me all the days of my life; and I shall 
dwell in the house of Jehovah for ever.” Ps. 23:6. 
‘As for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness; 
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with beholding 
thy form.” Ps. 17:15. Daniel says, “And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.” Dan. 12:2. Job, after havmg 
been afflicted and tempted by the pessimism and un- 
belief of his friends, comes out with clear conviction 
and positive utterance, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and at Jast he will stand up upon the earth: 
and after my skin, even this body, is destroyed, 
then without my flesh shall I see God.” Job 19:25, 26. 
Without unduly multiplymg passages of Scripture, 
we readily see that there was belief in immortality 
in Old Testament times. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT ANSWER 


When we turn to the New Testament, the question 
of immortality is put beyond all doubt in the teach- 
ing of Christ, and especially by his own resurrection 
from the dead. Our Lord Jesus Christ hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
However indefinite and obscured the idea was be- 
fore, Christ let the light shine upon it, and it has been 
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invested with a greater significance. The very life of 
God ts imparted to a soul by the act of regeneration, 
or “a new birth,” for we are made to be partakers 
of the divine nature; and since God is immortal, the 
believer’s immortality Is assured. “He that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever.” I John 2:17. 
Christ says, “I am the living bread which came down 
out of heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever.’ John 6:51. Now the living forever 
which comes through Christ is more than mere con- 
tinuance of existence. It is immortality in tts fullest 
and noblest sense; it is eternal life—the life of faith 
and love throbbing with the dive impulse and en- 
ergy. So, then, “He that believeth on the Son hath 
eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.”’ 
John 3:36. There is, then, no immortality worth the 
having apart from Jesus Christ. While we have 
wished for some loved one to return from the Great 
Beyond and settle this question for us, we must not 
forget that Christ rose from the dead, appeared unto 
men, and ts alive forevermore. And he said, “‘Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also.” John 14:19. He 
has not seen fit to answer every question or illumine 
every mystery, yet he has made it certain that those 
who believe tn him shall never die; that those to 
whom divine life is imparted by the Holy Spirit per- 
sist IN conscious existence, which is not destroyed 
nor diminished by physical death. Before leaving his 
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disciples, he said: “‘I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, 
and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” John 14:2, 3. 


ARE THE WICKED IMMORTAL? 


Now, if this is the blessed unending condition of be- 
lievers, what will be the condition of the wicked? 
Is there no immortality for them? The Scriptures 
plainly declare, or assume, the future existence of the 
wicked. The rich man in the parable is described 
as in the abode of the suffermg wicked, beseeching 
Abraham for some measure of relief. The place where 
they go is described in most harrowmg language, a 
place of weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth— 
‘And these [the wicked] shall go away into eternal 
punishment: but the righteous mto eternal life,” 
Matt. 25:46, says Christ. The word “eternal” has 
the same connotation in both cases. If the one is for- 
ever, so is the other. 

There is a great gulf between immortality through 
Christ and a mere existence. The immortality 
through Christ is called ‘‘eternal life.” But that life 
which is alienated from God is in comparison called 
“death.” It is not synonymous with physical death, 
for souls are described as passmg from death unto 
life, while they are still in physical health; and some 
are described as “dead” while they live; that is, 
spiritually dead, while enjoying physical life. It ts 
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almost certain that we shall all pass through the 
gateway of physical death. But shall we live again, 
apart from God? or, shall we enter mto the increas- 
ing fullness of life eternal, the pleasures and supreme 
joys of never-ending happiness? Our condition here- 
after is determined by our relationship to Jesus Christ 
while we are here. 

God is not willing that any man should perish, but 
that all men should find eternal life in Christ Jesus. 
Christ came into the world to give life and to give it 
more abundantly. When Christ was on earth, he up- 
braided the people for their unwillingness to accept 
the life he offered. He said, “‘ Ye will not come to me, 
that ye may have life.” John 5:40. ‘He that will, 
let him take the water of life freely.”” Rev. 22:17. 


THE EFFECT OF BELIEF IN IMMORTALITY 


It is interesting to see the consequences of our belief. 
Death is mexpressibly sad and unrelieved by any 
hope if we say, “‘ Death ends all.”’ Grief is somewhat 
mitigated if we can say, “We shall meet again, if 
only for a time.” But it is assuaged and illumined if 
we are sure that we shall meet beyond the river, and 
dwell together forevermore in the presence of Him 
who ts our Lord and Life. 

It is a great consolation, as we see our loved ones 
passing away quietly into the Great Beyond, as the 
sun sinks gradually below the western horizon, to 
believe that we shall see them again where life shall 
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be richer and fuller. And so, as they pass away, we 
pledge our troth to keep our tryst with them in 
heaven, and day by day its cheering thought helps 
us to keep our faces heavenward, and we often say: 


““T have a tryst to keep, 
It was plighted long ago 
With those who lie asleep. 
And though days go dragging slow, 
And the sad hours graveward creep, 
And the world is hushed in woe, 
I neither wail nor weep; . 
For I have a tryst to keep, 
It was plighted long ago 
With some who lie asleep.” 


“‘T am the resurrection, and the life: he that believ- 
eth on me, though he die, yet shall he live; and who- 
soever liveth and believeth on me shall never die. 
Believest thou this?” John 11:25, 26. 
**So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on 
O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone; 
And with the morn those angel faces smile, 
Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile.” 


" SHALL GO TO HIM, BUT HE WILL NOT RETURN TO ME. 
ef I Sam. 12: 23 
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*Tis sweet, as year by year we lose 
Friends out of sight, in faith to muse 
How grows in n Paradise our store. 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE NATURE OF THE INTERMEDIATE STATE 


Havinc endeavored to show that the soul is in- 
herently immortal, that both the good and the bad 
live forever, the next question that confronts us is, 
what becomes of men when they die? The visible, 
tangible part, the body, we lay away to mingle with 
its kmdred dust, or we cremate it, and thus dissolve 
it into its constituent physical elements; but the 
soul—the immaterial, thinking, feeling part of our be- 
ing—what becomes of it? Where does it go at death? 
If it is not annihilated, if It is not extinguished, but 
lives an indestructible existence, what becomes of it 
at the moment of death? The universal teaching of 
the Christian Church is that it enters what is called 
the “Intermediate State”’; that is, a state which is 
short of final and complete, both as to the good and 
the bad. The Intermediate State is the condition in 
which the soul awaits the final resurrection and the 
full disposition of mankind after the fmal judgment. 

Now, what is the nature of the Intermediate State? 

Is it a sleep of the soul? Do the souls of both the 
righteous and the wicked sleep until Gabriel’s trumpet 
wakens them on the resurrection morn? There are 
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some good people who believe that the soul is 
asleep, or in a state of suspended animation between 
death and the resurrection; or that, if it Is conscious, 
it is only self-conscious, neither capable of receiving 
nor perceiving anything out of itself. These beliefs 
were held by distinguished men. Even the great Arch- 
bishop Whately, of Dublin, thought that the argu- 
ments for and against conscious existence of the soul in 
the Intermediate State are about equally convincing. 

He based his arguments upon the fact, first, that © 
death is spoken of in the Scriptures as a sleep. For \ 
instance, in I Thess. 4:14, the great apostle says, 
“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him.” But was not this a common 
expression regarding the dead? Sleep and death were 
so closely analogous to the onlooker that death was 
in popular language spoken of as an unending sleep. 
Even we ourselves, in speaking of the death of our 
friends, say, “He (or she) has fallen asleep.”’ It is, 
_ therefore, no description of the condition of the soul 
_ -after death but of the dead. 

The second fact upon which Whately based the 
sleep of the soul after death was that, as probation 
ended with this life, and judgment did not come 
immediately when the righteous entered a state of 
bliss and the wicked a state of misery, therefore, the 
-. period during which the soul was unconscious would 
_' be considered as not existing. But there is no good 
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reason why men could not be consciously awaiting 
in the Intermediate State, with fixed, unalterable 
moral habits, the great Judgment Day, when, in the 
presence of angels and men, justice shall be meted 
out to all mankind, when body and soul shall be re- 
united forevermore. 

When we turn to the Scriptures we have light 
thrown upon the subject. We are told, at death “‘the 
spirit returneth unto God who gave it.”” Eccl. 12:7. 
Now a spirit is m a state of conscious activity, for 
God is a Spirit; the angels are “‘ministering spirits, 
sent forth to do service for the sake of them that shall 
inherit salvation.’ Heb. 1:14. It is not the nature 
of spirits to be unconscious. On the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, Moses and Elijah discoursed with Christ 
of his exodus from this life. They were not asleep. 
If “to be absent from the body” is “to be at home 
with the Lord,” the implication is surely not sleep in 
death. If “to depart and be with Christ” is far better 
than to remain here, as the apostle says, surely he 
was not contemplating a period of unconscious rest. 
Christ, in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 
gives us.a picture of the two in the next life, and 
surely the beseeching supplication of the rich man to 
have Lazarus sent to his relief, or to warn his brethren 
of their impending danger, does not suggest sleep. 

Without pursuing the subject further, I am per- 
suaded that the New Testament speaks in no uncertain 
terms of conscious existence in the Intermediate State. 
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Is it a place of purifying the soul? Is it purgatory? 
The Roman Catholic Church, as we know, believes 
in purgatory—a purging of those who die at peace 
with the church but are mmperfect, and this purging 
is by material fire. It does not change the moral 
character of the individual, but only makes satisfac- 
tion for sins committed after baptism, which has not 
been made already by penance and good works. It 
continues for a longer or shorter period, until their 
sins are purged out and atoned for, and then they 
enter into heaven. Now, during this purgatorial 
period they can be assisted by their friends on earth 
by prayers and the sacrifice of the mass. 

Concerning the state of the departed, the Roman 
Catholic Church teaches that the souls of the unbap- 
tized infants go to a place called limbus infantium 
—a place where they shall never see the face of God, 
but do not suffer pain. Contrast that with the state- 
ment of Christ, “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me; forbid them not: for to such belongeth 
the kingdom of God,” Mark 10:14, and further 
comment is unnecessary. The Roman Catholic 
Church teaches that unbaptized adults, and those 
who have lost the grace of baptism by mortal sin, 
and die outside the pale of that church, are forever 
lost in hell. Now, put in contrast again the words of 
Christ: ““Other sheep I have, which are not of this 
fold: them also I must bring,” John 10:16, and 
further comment Is unnecessary. 
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The Roman Catholic Church teaches that the be- 
lievers who have attained to the state of Christian 
perfection go immediately to heaven. The patriarchs 
and Old Testament believers were assigned to a place 
where they did not suffer, but they did not have a 
beatific vision of God until Christ, during the days 
between his death and resurrection, went and liber- 
ated them. The Old Testament is more generous 
when it says, “‘Enoch walked with God: and he was 
not; for God took him.” Gen. 5:24. According to 
the teaching of this church, the great majority of 
its members have to pass through the fires of purga- 
tory. 

There is no Scriptural warrant for purgatory. 
Purgatory implies that the satisfaction made by 
Christ for sin, and trusted in by the believer, is not 
enough for a man’s salvation; that salvation by 
works is necessary for entrance into heaven; whereas 
“by grace have ye been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of 
works, that no man should glory.”’ Eph. 2:8,9. It 
usurps the prerogative of God m forgiving sins. No 
priest, no church, can forgive sins. Only God can 
forgive sins. But this a priest can do, and the church 
can do: when a sinner has fulfilled the required con- 
ditions of repentance and faith, they can declare that 
his sins are forgiven. 

Anyone who knows the conditions upon which 
God forgives sins can make such a declaration. To 
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declare that a man’s sins are forgiven is quite differ- 
ent from the act of forgiveness of sins. The penitent 
thief did not pass through purgatory, but that same 
day when he sought mercy he was with Jesus in Para- 
dise. Christ said, “To-day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.” 

There is an assurance of Paul that when Christ 
comes again those who are alive at his coming shall 
be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall 
they ever be with the Lord. I Thess. 4:17. Surely 
there is no hint of a purgatory in that statement. In 
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, already 
alluded to, we fmd the Lord saying, in response to the 
appeal for a drop of water to cool the rich man’s 
parched tongue, that there is a great gulf fixed be- 
tween the two men, and there is no passing from the 
one to the other; certainly no idea of purging by fire 
and ultimate deliverance. 

The only shadow of Scriptural justification for 
belief in purgatory is found in I Cor. 3: 12-14, and it 
is only a shadow. “But if any man buildeth on the 
foundation, gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; each man’s work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it is revealed in 
fire; and the fire itself shall prove each man’s work 
of what sort it is. If any man’s work shall abide 
which he built thereon, he shall receive a reward. If 
any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as through fire.” 
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A very casual glance at the text will convince us 
that the allusion is not to death and what takes place 
immediately thereafter, but to the day of the Lord. 
The revealing by fire is in keepmg with the Biblical 
way of associating fire with divine judgments. This 
particular reference is to the testing of teachers 
and their work. They are compared to builders who 
build of different materials; and when these materials 
are subjected to fire, some are consumed and some 
endure the ordeal. The builder suffers the loss of the 
material, but himself escapes destruction. No com- 
mon-sense exegesis can make such a passage prove a 
purging by fire for the purpose of cleansing from sin, 
or convey any other idea than that of testing by, and 
a saving from, fire. 

Another passage of Scripture has been pressed into 
service to bolster up this doctrine. It is where Jesus 
urges those who are at disagreement to be reconciled 
before the matter is brought before the judge, for 
then the judge might cast to prison, and no relief 
would come until the last farthing was paid. Matt. 
5:25, 26. But this passage has not ‘the. remotest 
connection with purging from sin. It ts an illustra- 
tion of what was usually done in cases of litigation 
where men were hostile and carried their contention 
before the judge. It 1s simply a warning against liti- 
gation. 

Having attempted to prove that the soul does not 
sleep in the next life, but 1s actively conscious, and 


38 WHEN I HAVE CROSSED THE BAR 


that the idea of purgatory, or purging of the soul from 
sin in the next life, is only a fiction of a religious sys- 
tem, we turn and look at the positive side of what the 
Bible reveals about the Intermediate State. The Old 
Testament speaks of the departed going to Sheol. 
““Sheol”’ is the Hebrew word for the unseen world; 
and to speak of going to Sheol meant no more than 
going into the unseen world, without any reference to 
joy or sorrow there. The New Testament has given 
us the Greek word ‘‘ Hades”’ in place of Sheol, which 
means the same thing. The Authorized Version of 
the New Testament has translated the word “‘ Hades”’ 
very freely, as “death,” the “grave,” and “‘hell,” 
the place of torment. Among the ancients this in- 
visible world of which we speak was divided into two 
parts: Elysium, the blessed abode of the good; and 
Tartarus, the miserable abode of the bad and vicious. 
In the New Testament, Hades, the underworld, the 
abode of departed spirits, 1s divided ito two parts, 
Paradise and Gehenna. The word “Paradise” Is a 
Persian word meaning a park, a pleasure garden. 
The word “‘ Gehenna”’ is a Hebrew word equivalent to 
Ge-hinnom, or the Valley of Hinnom, where the filth 
of the city and the offal of the sacrificial animals 
were consumed—a place of pollution and misery. 
It is the symbol of death and destruction. Now 
the Bible teaches that the departed go to Hades; 
the good entering the place of the blessed, and the 
bad entering the place of the miserable. 
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THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD aed 


What becomes of the righteous dead at death? There | 
were four ways of describing the abode of righteous; 
souls in Jesus’ day. It was Paradise. It conveyed the \, 
idea that the pilgrimage journey was over, and peace 
and plenty, rest and refreshing, were the lot of those 
who entered Paradise. Christ in speaking to the 
dying thief calls it Paradise, when he said, “‘ To-day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.’ Luke 23:43. 
It was called Abraham’s bosom. Abraham was the 
father of the faithful. The Jews considered them- 
selves to be children of Abraham. It was, therefore, 
the place of comfort and rest for the child on the 
father’s bosom. It was spoken of as “‘under the 
throne of glory,” that is, the blood-sprinkled mercy 
seat. In the book of Revelation the martyrs are 
described as awaiting underneath the altar, and cry- 
ing, ““How long, O Master, the holy and true, dost 
thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth? And there was given them to 
each one a white robe; and it was said unto them, 
that they should rest yet for a little time, until their 
fellow-servants also and their brethren, who should 
be killed even as they were, should have fulfilled 
their course.”” Rev. 6:10, 11. It was, therefore, the 
place where they awaited the dispensing of justice 
for their oppression. It is further described as being 
“present with the Lord,” or being “at home with 
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the Lord,” or ‘‘being with Christ.”’ The relationship 
of the believer and his Lord is not severed at death. 
That same intimate fellowship and communion ex- 
perienced here is continued and intensified, for the 
fears and temptations of life are removed, and there 
are perfect peace and rest beyond. “For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is m Christ Jesus our Lord.’ Rom. 8:38, 39. 
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CHAPTER V 


THE CONDITIONS OF EXISTENCE IN THE INTER- 
MEDIATE STATE 


MRmastnncrwen enetetAn 


| Wuen the believer enters the next life, sin and its 


consequences are left behind. Temptation no longer 


assails men. The power of the evil one can no longer 
reach them. The believing soul enters into bliss and 
happiness. The Shorter Catechism says, “The souls 
of believers are at their death made perfect in holi- 
ness, and do immediately pass into glory; and their 
bodies, being still united to Christ, do rest in their 
graves, till the resurrection.’’ What is meant by the 


“soul’s being made perfect at death? It surely does 


not mean, for instance, that a man who has been a 
great sinner during life, and who, through some pres- 
entation of the claims of Christ upon him has at the 
Jast moment accepted Christ as his Saviour, will be 
the moral and spiritual equal in the next life of the 
man who has been a sincere and devoted follower of 
Christ all his life. There are grades of the spiritual 
life here, and there will be grades of it there. What 
does happen, however, at death is that sin cannot 
enter into the next life with the believer. Having 
been forgiven by God and cleansed from sin by the 
4T 
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blood of Christ, he enters the next life without a 
taint of sin upon his soul. He is perfect in holiness. 
It does not mean that there is no standard higher 
than the one he had reached on earth to which he 
must strive to attain; that there is no growth in 
spiritual life in the next world. There will be growth 
in the knowledge of God and his ways, an ever- 
increasing attempt to fathom the mysteries of re- 
demption through Christ, an ever-growing up mto 
the Itkeness of Christ himself. But sm has been 
barred out at death, and there is perfect holiness of 
life—no taint of sin, no thought of sin, to spoil the 
new relationship. Surely that will be a happy state 
in which to be! Many good people have thought | 
that when they die, they are by the subtle process of 
death transformed into beings who know as God 
knows, whereas they enter the next life with the same 
spiritual attainments with which they left this life, 
only sin will be absent forevermore. There are babes 
in Christ, men who have just begun to know and 
walk in the Christian life and who need the milk of 
the Word, just as there are babes in the physical life. 
There are also strong men in Christ, who are able to 
feed on the meat of the Word, just as there are strong 
men physically in the world. Now these spiritual 
babes and strong men pass into the next life, not on 
the same plane, but as babes and men, with different 
spiritual attainments, so that in the next life there 
will be differences as there are differences here. But 
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those who die in Christ, babes and men, are perfect 
in holiness. If what is just said be true, and the Scrip- 
tures seem to confirm it, “‘ For one star differeth from 
another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of 
the dead,”’ there are degrees among the departed; 
their attainments are different. | 


THE OCCUPATION OF THE BLESSED 


It may naturally be asked, What are the departed in 
glory doing? How do they employ their time, if to 
speak of time In eternity is not an anachronism? To 
remain in the same condition would produce stagna- 
tion of life. To be engaged in smging eternal hallelu- 
jahs, however much the redeemed might appreciate 
the fact of their redemption, would be a very monot- 
onous employment. 

No doubt, praise will be on their lips eternally for 
the wonderful love that stooped unto death for their 
salvation. But, besides praising Him, “His servants 
shall serve him.” As to the details of that service, 
we can only speculate. I do not want to go beyond 
what is reasonable. The late Charles H. Spurgeon, 
of London, used to say that nothing would delight 
him better than to preach in heaven. And when one 
thinks of it, was this desire unreasonable? We preach 
to edify saints and build them up m spiritual truth, 
as well as to convert sinners. While there will be no 
sinners to be saved among the redeemed in the next 
life, there will be sarnts innumerable to be edified. 
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And why should not Mr. Spurgeon have a group 
of saints, not as far advanced in spiritual things as 
himself, to edify? And why should not mature Chris- 
tians have charge of the instruction of some who have 
come from Africa or China or elsewhere? Why should 
the apostle Paul not have charge of the instruction of 
a group of the great spiritual giants once of the Chris- 
tian Church? Will there not be enough of truth about 
God and Christ and heavenly things to occupy the 
minds of the redeemed throughout eternity? And, 
again, may not the mothers in Israel be intrusted 
with the care of the innumerable little ones that 
Christ calls home to himself in their infancy? While 
I do not indorse the material conception of heaven 
introduced in “The Gates Ayjar,” such as the belief 
of the author that those who are fond of horses here 
will have a span of good horses there, and whatever 
one is fond of here, it will be their delight there. I 
believe, however, there will be service and enjoy- 
ment in the next life to meet the peculiarities of us 
all. It is easy to understand that, when we get into 
a speculative vein of thought, some of our concep- 
tions may become very wild. Enough for us to say, 
“Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, and 
which entered not mto the heart of man, whatsoever 
things God prepared for them that love him.” I Cor. 
2:9. The next life will be full of surprises for men. 
What we should never fail to emphasize and keep 
before us is to be prepared for such a change. Now, 
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this view I am insisting upon, that sin, being abol- 
ished at the death of the believer, excludes the idea 
of a second probation, a second chance after death. 
The Scriptures nowhere hold out to any persons a 
chance after death. AII Christ’s warnings regard- 
ing the next life are based upon the attitude of men 
to him in this life before death. It is a sympathetic 
conceit of some men that those who have rejected 
Christ here, or those who have never had a chance 
to accept him here, will have a chance after death. 
Whatever a very ltberal interpretation of some pass- 
ages of Scripture may lend to the belief in a second 
probation, the Scriptures are silent upon it, and any 
dogmatism on the subject points the other way. It 
Is very easy to work up our sympathy for the man 
who neglects his opportunity here, or for the heathen 
man who never had an opportunity to know and 
accept Christ, largely through the indifference of the 
Christian Church in general, but let us not be led 
astray by our sympathies. We dare not go beyond 
what Is written. 

I shall deal with the question of a second proba- 
tion more fully in another chapter. 


THE FATE OF THE IMPENITENT 
What becomes of the wicked, the impenitent, who 
die in their sins, the rejectors of Christ? At death 
they are separated from the good, the believing dead. 
They enter Gehenna, the place of misery, the place 
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where God’s mercy is absent, where there is weeping 
and wailing and gnashing of teeth, the place of re- 
morse, where hope is clean gone, the place of con- 
scious suffering, as Christ taught. The place of the 
wicked after death is a place of punishment, for ‘“‘the 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temp- 
tation, and to keep the unrighteous under punish- 
ment unto the day of judgment.” II Peter 2:9. 


CHAPTER VI 
SOME QUESTIONS INVOLVED 


In connection with the Intermediate State, the 
question has arisen, where was the spirit of Jesus be- 
tween his death on Calvary and his resurrection? 
It went to Paradise, as he promised the penitent 
thief. Did he remain there, like the many who have 
died believing in him, and are awaiting their resur- 
rection? He said to Mary, on the first Easter Sunday 
morning, when, in the exultation of her joy at seeing 
him alive, she proceeded to embrace his feet, ‘Touch 
me not; for I am not yet ascended unto the Father.” 
His language is strong enough to mean, “Do not 
keep clinging to me, as if you would prevent me from 
vanishing out of your sight agam. I am going to re- 
main on earth a while with you. When the time for : 
ascending comes I must go, but that time is not yet 
come.” 

Now this surely would indicate that Paradise is yet 
short of the heaven, where God and the holy angels 
are. The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster As- 
sembly makes a distinction im the state of the believ- 
ing soul after death and after the resurrection, for it 
says, “At the resurrection, believers, being raised up 
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in glory, shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted 
in the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed 
in the full enjoying of God to all eternity.” 

Now it has been asserted that during the period 
when Christ Iay in the grave he went to the spirits in 
prison and preached to them. This 1s based upon 
I Peter 3:19. Peter says of Christ, “being put to 
death im the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; m 
which also he went and preached unto the spirits m 
prison, that aforetime were disobedient, when the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that ts, 
eight souls, were saved through water.” I Peter 
3:18-20. And, also, based upon what they thought 
this passage of Scripture taught, the framers of the 
Apostles’ Creed in the fourth century inserted the 
phrase, “‘He descended into hell.’ From this as- 
sertion some have believed and taught that, in order 
to suffer the penalty for our sins, as he took our place 
and became our sin bearer, it was necessary that 
Christ should enter into hell and endure our penalty 
there; and in the brief time between his death and 
resurrection, his suffermg was equivalent to the 
suffering which all believers would have endured 
throughout eternity had they not accepted his offer 
of mercy. It is strange that so much should have 
been built upon such a slender foundation as an 
obscure passage of Scripture, like the one referred 
to. It is none the less strange that, if God intended 
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that men should hear the gospel in the underworld, 
not to tantalize them, but to give them a chance of 
deliverance, the Holy Spirit should have given us only 
one short passage of Scripture to direct us, and that 
so obscure. Turn to the passage for a moment. We 
must bear in mind that the epistle was addressed 
to persecuted Christians. The apostle reminds them 
that their experience was nothing new, that even 
Noah suffered the same in his day. The disobedient 
slighted the warning of Noah, which was indeed the 
warning of Christ, for it was the Spirit of God that 
had spoken through Noah. It was not only Noah but 
Christ who was slighted. With this in view, render 
the passage thus: “‘Christ once for all died for sins, a 
righteous One for unrighteous ones, that he might 
bring us unto God, having been put to death mm the 
flesh, but having been quickened in Spirit; in which 
(Spirit) also he went and preached to the spirits 
(now) in ward’”’—that is, the unbelieving and scoffing 
generation which perished im the flood and await the 
final judgment—‘“‘which disbelieved once when the 
longsuffering of God was waiting in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was being built, m which a few, 
that is eight souls, were brought safe through water’”’ 
(Professor David Smith). Even should we admit that 
Christ preached to the spirits in prison, his preaching 
was only to the antediluvians. It would require quite 
a stretch of imagination to prove by it that he ex- 
tends the offer of salvation to all in the Intermediate 
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State. The Scriptures are very emphatic in their 
declaration, ‘‘Behold, now is the acceptable time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation,” II Cor. 6:2; 
also, that the judgment will proceed on the basis of 
the deeds done in the body, that is, in the flesh. 
Scripture is uniformly silent as to a probation in the 
next life. 

Should we pray for the dead? Do our beloved 
dead pray for us? Do they see and know the condi- 
tion in which we now are upon earth? Can they com- 
municate with us? Do they recognize one another 
there as they did while here? Are they waiting for 
our home-coming to glory? Will the little ones that 
have gone from our arms of love have grown beyond 
our recognition when we enter the next life? These 
are questions which every thoughtful Christian has 
asked. Would that these questionings could be satis- 
factorily answered! But we dare not say more than 
has been revealed, else we shall get into the realm of 
speculation, where dangerous heresies might be mcul- 
cated. If, however, there is nothing definitely re- 
vealed upon these subjects, it will not be amiss to 
offer at least a few common-sense observations. 

If while in this life we pray for one another, realiz- 
ing that we need the help of God in our pilgrimage 
journey, surely there would be nothing irrelevant, 
but much that is appropriate, in our beloved, believ- 
ing dead praying for us who are left behind. Who 
would deny a loving mother in the next life the 
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privilege of beseeching the help of God for her son or 
daughter in this life, when she knows the temptations 
to which they are subjected while here on earth? 
And who knows the divine power exercised in keep- 
ing us faithful in answer to the prayers of some be- 
loved one who has gone to the eternal home? Will 
they remember us? Ah, surely death does not oblit- 
erate memory! We are separated from our loved 
ones for years on the earth, and we still remember 
them. Will memory be Iess keen when we are abso- 
Iutely cleansed from sin? In fact, I believe that our 
faculties will be more acute. But I know not whether 
our beloved dead are cognizant of what we are doing 
here. If they are, I fancy that oftentimes our folly 
and wrongdoing would cast a dark shadow over their 
happiness. 

There Is a passage of Scripture which says, ‘‘ There- 
fore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us.”’ Heb. 
12:1. What is the “‘so great a cloud of witnesses”’ 
which compasses us about in the race of life? Some 
have taken it to mean the host of angels and re- 
deemed who watch over the battlements to see how 
we acquit ourselves; others take it to mean that the 
brilliant examples of those who have departed this life 
are the incentive and motive for us to acquit ourselves 
Itkewise. The eleventh chapter of Hebrews gives us 
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the lives of faith and heroic deeds of God’s noblemen. 
The recollection of their achievements should act as a 
mighty stimulus to those whom the writer addressed 
to acquit themselves well; hence he introduces his ex- 
hortation by “therefore.” ‘“Therefore let us also, see- 
Ing we are compassed about,” and so forth. I am in- 
clined to think that we press the meaning of the text 
too far when we interpret the “‘so great a cloud of 
witnesses”’ as the heavenly host. 

I am quite chary about there being any communi- 
cation between our dead and us in any way. The 
frauds of spiritualism, and the unsuccessful attempts 
to enter into communication with those in the spirit- 
ual realm by means of professional mediums, have 
reduced spiritualism to sheer quackery. The late 
Professor William James, the most distinguished psy- 
chologist in America, left a sealed packet in which he 
had written a communication, which would be dup- 
licated by him if he could communicate with his 
friends from the other world. It is not to be opened 
until he breaks through the veil separating this life 
from the next life. The identity of message would 
help to prove the teaching of spiritualism, was his 
thought. The terms imposed have been too severe, 
for no medium has as yet been found who will submit 
to the test. 

But can our prayers for the dead help them? If, as 
I have intimated, the moral condition of everyone is 
absolutely fixed at death, what change could prayers 
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for the dead make in their condition? Prayers for 
the dead imply that it is possible to change their 
condition in the next life. What does Scripture say 
on the subject? David prayed and fasted when his 
child was sick, but when he learned that it was dead, 
he ceased these signs of entreaty, and said, “The 
child cannot come to me, but I can go to the child.”’ 
A much disputed text has been urged as the Scrip- 
tural basis of authority for praying for the dead. It is 
this: Paul said, ‘““The Lord grant mercy unto the 
house of Onesiphorus: for he oft refreshed me, and 
was not ashamed of my chain; . . . (the Lord 
grant unto him to find mercy of the Lord in that 
day).” II Tim. 1:16, 18. There is no evidence that 
Onesiphorus was dead; and this seems to have been 
only a pious wish on behalf of one who had be- 
friended Paul. 

When I come to deal with heaven, I shall take up 
the subject of mutual recognition of one another in 
the life beyond, and so just now I shall not discuss the 
interesting subject of the growth of children in the 
next life, and whether, or how, a mother who lost 
her babe here will be able to recognize it long years 
afterward when she herself enters the next life. 

The Intermediate State Is a state of conscious exist- 
ence into which all pass at death, where the righteous 
await the consummation of eternal bliss at the resur- 
rection and judgment, and the wicked await the con- 
firmed separation from the Lord forever, and entrance 
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into the everlasting punishment. Whatever shadowy 
hope wicked men may entertain of gracious deliver- 
ance by God from the pains and penalties visited 
upon them im the next life for their unrepented sins, 
we know that it makes their surety certain and their 
certainty sure to accept here the overtures of redeem- 
ing love in Christ Jesus, the Saviour of sinners. 
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If, after many suns have come and gone, 
The light of some apocalyptic Dawn 
Shall flame with splendor mm a crimson sky, 
Grant, Dweller in the Shrine, thatevenI 
eae hear the Voice, and see Thy veil withdrawn! 


—D. H. S. Nicholson 
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CHAPTER VII 
TWO SCHOOLS OF BELIEF 


CuRISTIAN people are divided chiefly mto two 
classes or schools of belief regarding the second com- 
ing of Christ. The one class or school maintains that 
the Lord may come at any moment to set up his 
kingdom upon the earth, with Jerusalem as the place 
where his throne will be established. At the time of 
his coming there shall be a resurrection of the right- 
eous only, who, together with those who are still alive 
at his coming, and are found watching and waiting 
for his coming, shall be united with him im a reign of 
a thousand years. Those who so believe are called 
premillenarians. The other class or school consists 
of those who believe as sincerely in the second com- 
ing of Christ in visible, personal form, but they also 
believe that Scripture teaches that certain things 
must be fulfilled before he comes again; and that, 
when he does come again, it will be to judge the 
quick and the dead, and wind up the affairs of this 
world. These people are called postmillenarians, be- 
cause they believe that Christ will come, not prior 
to, but at the close of, the millennial period. The 
premillenarians believe that Christ will come and 
57 
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usher in a period of one thousand years of personal 
reign upon the earth; after that, the affairs of the 
world will be wound up, the resurrection of all the 
rest, the wicked, will take place, and the last judg- 
ment will be held. The postmillenarians believe that 
there is a time coming when Christ, by his Holy 
Spirit, shall subdue the kingdoms of the earth, and 
spiritually he shall reign over them and be acknowl- 
edged by them, and after this millennial period, not 
necessarily a thousand years, he shall come again, 
and the righteous and the wicked shall be raised up 
simultaneously, and the last judgment scene shall be 
enacted, and all mankind shall enter upon their final — 
reward of good or ill. 

The second coming of Christ is a most precious doc- 
trine of the New Testament. The prominence given 
to it should msure special emphasis for it in the 
thought and teaching of the Christian Church. 

Whether we are premillenarians or postmillenari- 
ans, there is one thing certain, which all Christians 
believe, and that is, that our Lord will come again in 
visible, bodily presence. We all believe in the Second 
Advent—the second coming of Jesus Christ. There 
is no disputing this fact, for the Scriptures speak of it 
again and again. “This Jesus, who was received up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye beheld him going into heaven.” Acts 1:11. 
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
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with the trump of God.” I Thess. 4:16. Jesus says, 
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then shall he render unto 
every man according to his deeds.”’ Matt. 16:27. It 
is unnecessary to multiply quotations from Scripture 
to prove that Christ will come again. Numerous pas- 
sages of Scripture establish the doctrine beyond a 
doubt. In fact, it has been calculated that one verse 
In every twenty-five verses of the New Testament 
speaks of the Second Advent, directly or mdirectly. 
It is evident to even the casual reader of the New 
Testament that the coming of Christ is sometimes 
spoken of as near at hand, and sometimes as at a dis- 
tance. For instance, “But the end of all things is at 
hand: be ye therefore of sound mind, and be sober 
unto prayer.” I Peter 4:7. “The Lord is at hand.” 
Phil. 4:5. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world for a testimony unto 
all the nations; and then shall the end come.” 
Matt. 24:14. ““Now we beseech you, brethren, 
touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
our gathering together unto him; to the end that ye 
be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be 
troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as 
from us, as that the day of the Lord Is just at hand; let 
no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, ex- 
cept the falling away come first, and the man of sin be - 
revealed, theson of perdition.” II Thess. 2: 1-3. Now, 
why is the coming of Christ spoken of, sometimes as 
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imminent, and sometimes as at a distance? ‘The rea- 
son is: the Greek word, parousia, translated ‘‘pres- 
ence,” means not only a definite final event, but also 
a process. Christ is the Coming One, that is, his pres- 
ence is continuous. There are special occasions when 
his presence is manifested in an extraordinary way. 


DIFFERENT COMINGS 


Premillenarians teach that, wherever the coming of 
the Lord is mentioned in the New Testament, it 
means his second, final, literal coming, and that only. 
I believe that this is a mistaken assumption. Christ is 
described as coming in other ways besides his final 
coming. 

He is described as coming to Jerusalem in her final 
destruction by the Romans in the year A.D. 70. This 
is the evident meaning of Matthew, ch. 24, where 
Christ speaks of the coming of the Son of Man. Surely 
he did not mean the final coming when he said to his 
disciples, at the time of sending them out on their 
ministry, and warning them of their afflictions, “Ye 
shall not have gone through the cities of Israel, till 
the Son of man be come.” Matt. 10:23. 

Christ threatens to come and remove the candle- 
stick out of the church of Ephesus unless the church 
shall repent, Rev. 2:5; also, he threatens to come 
in judgment upon the churches of Pergamum, 
Sardis, and Philadelphia. What has become of these 
churches? They have been obliterated—not a trace 
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of them is left. Did Christ make an unmeaning 
threat? or did he not come to them in judgment and 
remove them? He evidently came according to his 
promise. In fact, every momentous event in human 
history 1s a coming of the Lord. 

He comes again to every man at death. When he 
spake to his sorrowimg disciples these words of com- 
fort on the eve of his departure, “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, 
and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also,” John 14:2, 3, did he mean 
that in his final coming he would take them to be 
with himself? But they are two thousand years 
dead, and where are they but with himself? Surely 
the allusion of his coming for them must have been 
to their death, for his final coming is not as yet. 

He comes, again, to men spiritually: ‘‘For the 
Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with 
his angels; and then shall he render unto every man 
according to his deeds. Verily I say unto you, There 
are some of them that stand here, who shall m no 
wise taste of death, till they see the Son of man com- 
ing in his kingdom.”’ Matt. 16:27, 28. 

This latter passage certainly cannot refer to his 
final coming, else Jesus was mistaken in his predic- 
tion, for all the disciples died, and as yet he has not 
come. It can only mean that the progress of his 
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kingdom was manifest to his disciples, because he 
was spiritually present. 

He said again, “A little while, and ye behold me 
no more; and again a little while, and ye shall see 
me.” John 16:16. “I will not leave you desolate: 
I come unto you. Yet a little while, and the world 
beholdeth me no more; but ye behold me.” John 
14:18, 19. But “every eye shall see him,” Rev. 
1:7, at his final commg. Surely, if he comes only to 
his disciples, and they, and not the world, see him, it 
must be a spiritual coming. A little farther on in the 
same chapter of John he says, ‘“‘If a man love me, he 
will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him.” John 14:23. Now, how ts this to be done, if 
not spiritually? 

Furthermore, Jesus is represented as standing at 
the door of the heart of the church of Laodicea, say- 
ing, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any 
man hear my voice and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 
Rev. 3:20. What is this but a spiritual coming of 
the Lord? 

““Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matt. 
18:20. “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world.” Matt. 28:20. Surely the presence 
of Christ with those met in his name and with his 
missionaries, 1s a spiritual presence. 


TWO SCHOOLS OF BELIEF 63 


When He stood before Caiaphas, the High Priest, 
he said, “Henceforth ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.’ Matt. 26:64. “‘Henceforth”’ 
means “from now on.” From now on ye shall see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven. If words 
mean anything, this means that the coming of Christ 
was Immediate and continuous. To my mind the 
plain and evident meaning of these passages of Scrip- 
ture 1s that the coming of Christ, as taught in the 
New Testament, embraces more than his final, per- 
sonal coming. It includes also his coming in the dis- 
pensations of providence, his coming at death and his 
coming spiritually. 


CHAPTER Vil 
THE TIME OF CHRIST’S COMING 


WHEN will the Lord come? “Theologians,” says 
Buckle, ‘‘have always been remarkable for the exact- 
ness of their knowledge on subjects respecting which 
nothing is known.” Men have figured out from 
prophecy the exact date of our Lord’s second coming, 
and have been disappointed because he did not come 
on scheduled time. 

William Miller, the founder of the Millerites, was 
emphatic that Christ would come in the year 1843, 
but, failmg to come then, he predicted even the exact 
day of his coming, October 22, 1844, and some pre- 
pared themselves with white robes and were ready 
for the great event, but, alas! Christ did not come. 
The-result was that many of Miuiller’s followers 
plunged into dissipation to hide their mortification 
and disappointment. 

Edward Irving, the founder of the Irvingites, pre- 
dicted the Lord’s coming in the year 1847, with like 
disappointing results. 

The latest prophet is Pastor Russell, the founder 


and leader of the Russellites, who declared that the 
| - 
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year 1914 was the limit of the time of the deliverance 
of fleshly Israel. According to his reckoning the Lord’s 
second coming took place in the year 1874. 

But, however good are the intentions and ardent 
the desires of those disciples who would have him 
come according to a mathematical calculation, yet 
the Scriptures are very explicit in their declaration 
to the contrary. 

The very statement of Christ should forever set 
at rest any attempt on the part of man to discover 
what God has not been pleased to reveal. Hear his 
own words: “But of that day and hour knoweth no 
one, not even the angels of heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father only.” Matt. 24:36. “It is not for 
you to know times or seasons, which the Father hath 
set within his own authority.” Acts 1:7. 

But the question has been asked, “‘Did not the 
apostles and early Christians expect the return of the 
Lord in their day?” There was undoubtedly this 
feeling expressed by the question put to him before 
his ascension: “Lord, dost thou at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” Acts 1:6. We cannot deny 
the fact that even his disciples expected that he had 
come to establish a temporal, earthly kingdom. 

Some of the early Christians, beset with persecu- 
tions, could not think otherwise than that the Lord 
who loved them would come at once and deliver 
them, and so the idea of his imminence became quite 
prominent in their thought and belief. 
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The apostle Paul, in writing to the Thessalonians, 
says, in his first letter, “For yourselves know per- 
fectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 
in the night.” I Thess. 5:2. In his second letter, 
however, he warns them not to be troubled by these 
words, ‘“‘as that the day of the Lord is just at hand; 
let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, 
except the falling away come first, and the man of sin 
be revealed, the son of perdition, he that opposeth 
and exalteth himself against all that 1s called God or 
that is worshipped; so that he sitteth m the temple of 
God, setting himself forth as God.”’ II Thess. 2: 2-4. 

How can we reconcile these words of the apostle 
Paul to the same Christian people? It will not do to” 
say that Paul here contradicts himself, as rational- 
ists do, for then we would impugn the mspiration of 
the Scriptures. 

I believe that there is only one way of reconciling 
these apparently opposite statements. It is that the 
day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief 
comes, when the time of his coming is fulfilled. 

What could our Lord mean when he said, ‘‘ Watch 
therefore: for ye know not on what day your Lord 
cometh’? Matt. 24:42. “Therefore be ye also 
ready; for m an hour that ye think not the Son of 
man cometh.” Matt. 24:44. Remember he spake 
these words to his disciples, when he was with them 
on earth. Now, surely, in view of subsequent events, 
our Lord could not have meant that his second coming 
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would take place in that generation. We are shut up 
to the conclusion that the interpretation put upon his 
words by man is faulty. If we turn to some of his par- 
ables, we find that he compares himself to the bride- 
groom who tarries in his coming; also, to the man 
who went into the far country, and returned after 
many days. In view of the delay of our Lord’s second 
coming for these well-nigh nineteen centuries, what 
do we mean by quoting such a text in this day as, “Be 
ye also ready; for in an hour that ye think not the Son 
of man cometh,” Matt. 24:44, and declaring that the 
Second Advent of Christ is near? It must, I believe, 
be understood in connection with patient waiting. It 
must further be interpreted in view of the fact that 
nineteen hundred years have passed since such an 
imminent event was declared; also, that we have en- 
tered upon the last dispensation, which will usher in 
the final termination of all things earthly, when Christ 
comes again. We must never forget that God does 
not measure time as we do; that he sees the end from 
the beginning as a momentary vision; that “‘one day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day.” II Peter 3:8. We must remem- 
ber all this when we speak of the imminency of 
Christ’s second coming. 


CHAPTER IX 


THE SIGNS OF CHRIST’S COMING 


UNIVERSAL PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 


Wuat are to be the signs of Christ’s second com- 
ing? These signs we dare not overlook, even in our 
eagerness for, and expectancy of, his coming. 

Now, let us look at these things which the Scrip- 
tures teach us must take place before Christ comes 
again. 

The first great event is the proclamation of the 
gospel to all the nations of the earth. 

After giving an interpretation of the image of 
composite materials which Nebuchadnezzar saw in a 
dream, Daniel the prophet said: “‘And m the days 
of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall the 
sovereignty thereof be left to another people; but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever.”’ Dan. 2:44. This is the 
stone that was cut out without hands, and smote the 
Image, and became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth. Dan. 2:35. 

What was this stone but the kingdom of God, 
which was to subdue all other kmgdoms, and in- 
crease in size until it should fill the whole earth? 
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In keeping with the prophecy of Daniel regarding 
the size and power of the kingdom which God would 
set up, Christ himself says that the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a grain of mustard seed which, though 
exceedingly small, grows to be a magnificent tree, 
affording refuge and rest for the birds of the air. 
Matt. 13:31, 32. He speaks also of the kingdom of 
heaven being like unto Ieaven which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leav- 
ened. Matt. 13:33. It is highly mappropriate to the 
intention of Christ in speaking these parables to say 
that the birds represent evil, which has found refuge 
in Christendom, and that leaven is always applied 
to evil mfluence. 

Any common exegesis of these parables will surely 
lead us to see plainly that in the one, Christ speaks 
of the extensiveness of the kingdom, and im the other, 
of its intensiveness. He is not alluding to evil, even 
remotely. Furthermore, in very explicit words he 
says: ‘And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world for a testimony unto all 
the nations; and then shall the end come.”’ Matt. 
24:14. Surely it is only dodging the express state- 
ment of Christ to say that already every nation has 
heard the gospel. 

To say that, because in the early age of the Chris- 
tian Church a few men preached and established 
churches in northern Africa, mm all Africa the gospel 
has been preached; or that, because Asia Minor 


70 WHEN I HAVE CROSSED THE BAR 


received the gospel, all Asia has recetved it, is to make 
a dreadfully weak attempt to establish the immi- 
nency of Christ’s second coming. Christ imposed 
upon the disciples the preaching of the gospel to the 
whole creation, Mark 16:14, with the promise, “‘and 
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.” Matt. 28:20. The apostles entered upon this 
task with the full realization that 1t would be accom- 
plished. 

Surely there was no intention upon Christ’s part 
of breaking in upon this program of his with any 
startling interruption or final catastrophe. The mis- 
sionaries of the cross are to-day endeavoring to obey 
the final command of Christ, but as yet there is very 
much more missionary work to be done before the 
whole world shall have heard the gospel of Christ. 


THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS 


The second great event preceding the Second Ad- 
vent is the conversion of the Jews. 

The apostle Paul says, ““A hardening in part hath 
befallen Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come 1n; and so all Israel shall be saved.’ Rom. 
11:25, 26. This salvation of the Jews is not to take 
place, “‘until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” 
That is, until out of the Gentiles the elect are gath- 
ered in completeness. With this great duty the Chris- 
tian Church is now engaged, with very hopeful and 
gratifying results. 
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The meaning is not that all the Gentiles will be 
saved, but that the gospel has been offered to them; 
that it has gone, like a great magnet, over humanity, 
and drawn out those who are sensitive to its peculiar 
influence. “Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 
Luke 21:24. 

There is to be a salvation of the Jews, but it is to 
follow the salvation of the Gentiles. ‘‘The rejection 
of the Jews was the occasion of the conversion of the 
Gentiles; and the conversion of the Gentiles is to be 
the occasion of the restoration of the Jews’’ (Charles 
Hodge). But this can scarcely mean that every Jew 
will be saved. It rather means a national salvation, a 
turning of the Jewish nation to Christ. “I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplication; 
and they shall look unto me whom they have pierced; 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one 
that is in bitterness for his first-born.’”’ Zech. 12:10. 
“Tn that day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the habitants of Jerusalem, 
for sin and for uncleanness.” Zech. 13:1. 

God rejected the Jews, but not every individual 
Jew was rejected, because there was “‘a remnant ac- 
cording to the election of grace” who believed in 
Christ, and were received into his kingdom. But the 
rejected race, which had become as branches broken 
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off by unbelief from the good olive tree, shall be 
erafted in again, “for God is able to graft them in 
again,’ and Gentiles and Jews shall become Christ’s 
people. 

The history of the world will not culminate until 
Jews as well as Gentiles shall take their place in the 
Messianic kingdom. 


ZIONISM 


Now the question arises, shall the Jews be assembled 
in their own land? Shall they return to Palestine? 
Here again different opinions prevail. Some say that 
after their conversion they shall be constituted a dis- 
tinct nation in the Fatherland; others say this will 
take place before their conversion. 

Of course, there are prophecies which lend color 
to the belief of the restoration of Jerusalem and of 
an ideal condition of the Jews. The land from the 
Euphrates to the Nile was promised by God to Abra- 
ham’s seed. As yet, the prophecy has not been ful- 
filled. God has preserved the Jews in a marvelous 
way down the ages of their history. Has he been pre- 
serving them for this great event? 

Palestine is now comparatively empty, as if it were 
awaiting their coming, and the Zionist movement, so 
strenuously advocated by Israel Zangwill, the Jew- 
ish novelist, points, it is said, to the fulfillment of the 
literal prophecies regarding the restoration of the 
Jews in Palestine. 
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There is another opinion which appeals to my mind 
as being more consonant with the teaching of the 
New Testament. It is this: that there will be no 
restoration of the Jews as a distinct nation, but rather 
an amalgamation of Jews and Gentiles as Christians, 
all national distinctions having been obliterated in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Upon what grounds do I base my argument? 

These prophecies prove too much. They declare 
that the temple will be rebuilt and its sacrifices and 
services restored, and that would be an anachronism 
in the gospel dispensation. The New Testament de- 
clares that the Old Testament ritual is abolished for- 
ever, having served its purpose. It would be out of 
place to reéstablish it, for all its requirements have 
been fulfilled in Christ. 

The prophets borrowed this imagery from Old 
Testament institutions and usages, and this cannot 
always be taken literally; for stance, the Messiah 
is called David; the Church is called Zion and Jeru- 
salem, and Christians are called Israel. Surely the 
interpretation cannot be literal, else Christianity 
would be transmuted into the corrupt Judaism of the 
apostolic age. 

In the New Testament, believers are called the 
seed of Abraham, his sons, his heirs, the true Israel. 
All the spiritual children of God are called the chil- 
dren of Abraham, the father of the faithful. He is 
“the father of all them that believe, though they be in 
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uncircumcision.”” Rom. 4:11. “Andif ye are Christ’s, 
then are ye Abraham’s seed, heirs according to prom- 
ise.’ Gal. 3:29. What disaster in meaning a literal 
interpretation would make! 

To constitute the Jews a distinctive part of the 
Christian Church would introduce a sectionalism 
which the New Testament not only does not con- 
template, but rejects. It asserts again and again that 
the middle wall of partition has been broken down 
between Jew and Gentile; that God has made them ~ 
one in Christ Jesus; that m Christ there is neither 
Jew nor Gentile as such. ‘There can be neither Jew 
nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there 
can be no male and female; for ye all are one man in 
Christ Jesus.” Gal. 3:28. See Col. 3:11. It is of the 
very nature of the gospel of Christ to waive all dis- 
tinctions of nationality, sex, and position, and recog- 
nize only the distinction of individual character and 
Christian endeavor. 

The apostles were careful not to make any dis- 
tinction between Jew and Gentile in the Christian 
Church. 

Such a recognition of the Jews as is contemplated 
by Zionists would establish a sort of Jewish aris- 
tocracy in the kingdom of God, and such a distinc- 
tion is totally out of keeping with the spirit and in- 
tention of Christ’s kingdom. The whole fabric of 
such a conception of Jewish prominence is built upon 
the idea of an earthly kingdom in which Christ will 
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reign with splendor. But “the kingdom of Ged Is 
within you.” “The kmgdom of God is 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
Rom. 14:17. It is contrary to the spirit of the king- 
dom of God to give preéminence to any class of people 
on the ground of natural descent. 

I believe it is more in keeping with the Scriptures 
to say that the gospel is to be preached to all nations; 
that the Gentiles will be gathered in; that the Jews 
will also be saved—not every Gentile and not every 
Jew. For there will probably be enough unconverted 
to be the germ or nucleus of the persecuting power 
which shall be active under the control of Satan when 
Christ shall come. 


THE ANTICHRIST 


The third great event that shall take place prior to 
the Second Advent is the great Apostasy, personified 
in, or led by, the Antichrist. 

Who is the Antichrist? 

The Antichrist is one who is opposed to Christ, or 
one who usurps Christ’s place, standing im his stead. 
In fact, from the characterization of the Antichrist 
he is one who uses deception in usurping Christ’s 
place under the very guise of Christ himself. Thus he 
becomes a most deadly and treacherous opponent of 
Christ, for none are so dangerous as those who appear 
as sheep in wolves’ clothing, looking meek and 
harmless but really ravenous and destroying. 
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John mentions the Antichrist m his epistles. He 
speaks of many antichrists, describing them as apos- 
tates and heretics. ““They went out from us,” he 
says, “‘but they were not of us.” “‘This is the an- 
tichrist, even he that denieth the Father and the 
Son.” I John 2:22. “‘Every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and 
every spirit that confesseth not Jesus is not of God: 
and this is the spirit of the antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it cometh; and now it is in the world 
already.” I John 4:2,3. “‘For many deceivers are 
gone forth into the world, even they that confess not 
that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh. This is the de- 
ceiver and the antichrist.”” II John 1:7. From these 
statements we learn that the Antichrist denies both 
the divinity and the humanity of Jesus Christ. The 
inference is that those who were declared to be anti- 
christs had fallen away from their original belief in 
the divinity of Jesus; they had evacuated the Chris- 
tian name of all its proper and essential elements. 
Perhaps John had in mind the heretical sects of the 
Gnostics and the Docetz. The one robbed Jesus of 
his divinity, and the other of his humanity. And who 
is more dangerous to the supreme interests of Christ © 
than those who by gross heresies undermine the very 
foundation of the doctrine of Christ? 

The apostle Paul describes the Antichrist as “‘the 
man of sin . . . the son of perdition, he that 
opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is 
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called God or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth 
in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God.” 
II Thess. 2:3, 4. The whole opposition is personified 
in one man whose “vaulting ambition” leads him to 
usurp the very prerogatives of God. The opposition 
of the Antichrist Is a concentration, a personifica- 
tion, of the sins of the spirit—the most dangerous 
form of opposition to Christ. 

Many attempts have been made to designate this 
personage. Antiochus Epiphanes, who devastated 
Judaism and set up a small altar to Olympian Jove 
in Jerusalem, although this was done im the second 
century before Christ, has been called the Antichrist. 
Caligula, a Roman emperor, who gave orders to 
erect his image in the Temple in the form of Olym- 
pius Zeus, it is thought, fulfilled the requirements of 
the Antichrist. Nero, Mohammed, Napoleon Bona- 
parte, as well as others, from time to time, have been 
looked upon as the predicted Antichrist. Roman 
Catholic Church leaders thought they saw him in 
Martin Luther. Some Protestants think that the 
pope of Rome, as the representative of the papacy, 
fulfills all the necessary requirements of the Anti- 
christ, but it is difficult to concentrate a system in 
an individual, and make him personify all that that 
system represents. 

One thing, however, may be said about the papacy: 
while there have been sometimes unbelieving occu- 
pants of the papal chair, the deity of our Lord and 
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Saviour Jesus Christ has been a fundamental doc- 
trine of the faith of Rome. 

It is difficult, in looking back over history, to 
designate the Antichrist. It is even more difficult to 
prophesy regarding who he shall be. 

About this, however, we are assured: the culmina- 
tion of the apostasy under the Antichrist will result 
in a period of great tribulation. 

The saints of God will suffer violent persecution for 
a season, for Satan will be let loose from his captivity. 
But it will be short, for Christ will come to deliver 
his own. The Antichrist will be annihilated by the 
divine energy, and Satan will be ‘“‘cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone,” which will be his abode for- 
evermore. 


CHAPTER X 
THE MILLENNIUM 


‘THE interpretation which the Christian Church 
puts upon the millennium is that it is the period 
of the blossoming of the Church, when the Church 
comes into its own spiritually, Jew and Gentile being 
gathered in as one in Christ, and the power of evil 
having been restrained. Christ will reign spiritually 
through the adoption of his principles in civil as well 
as religious life for a period of time, not necessarily 
one thousand years. 

But while the knowledge of the Lord covers the 
earth, and men have learned the arts of civilization, 
there is still lurking in the heart of many the unre- 
generate nature, which needs but a strenuous char- 
acter, like the Man of Sim, to fan it into a flame of 
opposition to Christ and righteousness. _ 

Fostered and fanned by the old Devil, who has 
been let loose, this apostasy will reach a climax in a 
tremendous persecution. 

At the critical moment the clouds of heaven will 
open, and Christ will come in the brightness of his 
glory, taking vengeance on his enemies and finally 
overcoming evil. With him shall come angelic hosts 
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with a great shout, led by Gabriel, whose trumpet’s 
sound shall start the dead from their graves, and the 
final adjustment of all things shall take place. 

Opposed to this are the premillenarians, who base 
their belief upon Rev. 20:1-10. In this passage a 
peculiar statement is made of two resurrections. At 
the beginning of the one thousand years the martyred 
saints are raised and reign with Christ a thousand 
years, during which time Satan has been bound and 
confined in the abyss, from which he cannot escape to 
decetve men. At the end of the thousand years he is 
let loose, and the final apostasy and fearful persecu- 
tion take place; then the rest of the dead are raised, 
and the final judgment is pronounced. 

It is peculiar that a doctrine of such vital import- 
ance should be based upon such a slender foundation 
as a short passage of Scripture, taken from a book 
not only difficult of interpretation, but so full of im- 
agery and hidden meaning. 

Surely if the literal statements of this passage are 
of such importance, as some would try to make us 
believe, Jesus Christ himself would have made it ex- 
plicit, and would have set such a significant matter 
in very plain language before men. 

Jesus nowhere speaks of two resurrections, a thous- 
and or more years apart. On the contrary, he speaks 
over and over again of his coming to judge the world, 
of a general resurrection of all mankind, and a gen- 
eral judgment immediately succeeding it. 
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A literal interpretation of the passage would make 
Christ’s kingdom a very earthly kingdom, whereas it 
is a spiritual kingdom. 

It is mconceivable to think of Christ as the visible 
Sovereign among men, and yet of evil at the same 
time assuming such gigantic proportions and _ har- 
assing his servants, while he is either heedless of it or 
unable to check it. I believe that this interpretation 
not only fits this passage better, but is also more con- 
sonant with the Word of God. It is, that the first res- 
urrection alluded to is the resurrection of dead souls 
to life eternal; that the spirit of the martyrs actuates 
them; that through their life and activity the prin- 
ciples of Christ become so prevalent that it is as if the 
very reign of Christ himself were introduced; that the 
period of such a condition of beneficent mfluence Is 
not a thousand actual years, as we measure time, but 
an indefinite period, for God measures time differently 
from us—with him a thousand years are as a day and 
a day is as a thousand years; that at the close of this 
period the power of wickedness, which has been qui- 
escent, will break out m fury and harass the Church, 
and then Christ will come, and the general resurrection 
will take place, and the judgment will wind up the 
affairs of men. 

It is an easy thing to read the signs of the times 
according to the prejudices of our minds. While some 
can put their fingers on the black spots of our civiliza- 


tion and find justification for the belief that the world 
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is hastening to the great consummation of all things, 
I can Jay my fingers also on the things in our religious 
and civil life, which, compared with the past, indicate 
that the dawn of a better day has come for the world, 
and the Sun of Righteousness has arisen with healing 
in his wings for this weary old world of ours. God 
gave us prophets and prophecy, but not to make 
prophets out of us. 

There is nothing surer than the fact that Christ 
will come again, and all mankind must stand before 
him when he comes. May we be always ready and 
watching for his coming. “‘Amen, come, Lord Jesus.” 


Thou art coming, thou art coming; 

We shall meet thee on thy way, 
. We shall see thee, we shall know thee, 

We shall bless thee, we shal] show thee, 
All our hearts could never say: 

What an anthem that will be, 

Ringing out our love to thee, 

Pouring out our rapture sweet 

At thine own all-glorious feet ! 

—Frances R. Havergal 
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On that happy Easter morning, 

All the graves their dead restore; 
Father, sister, child and mother ahs) 
Meet once more. ; ‘liad 
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CHAPTER XI 
THE RESURRECTION FACT 


SoME of the questions which confront thinking 
Christian people are: When I die, when my material 
body, no longer animated by the spirit of life, is laid 
away, what becomes of it? Does it crumble and dis- 
solve into dust and mingle with the earth and dis- 
appear forever? Does it rise from the grave as it 
went in? Is it changed in appearance and functions? 
To be specific: shall the bodies of the babe, the youth 
and the old man rise as a babe’s body, small and 
weak; as a youth’s, strong and vigorous; as an old 
man’s, decrepit and feeble? Shall the deformed rise 
deformed, and those that were maimed and scarred 
bear the marks of their disfigurement upon them 
when they rise? Shall the elements into which a cre- 
mated body has been separated be assembled again 
in just the same proportion and quantity, and so re- 
constitute the same body? | 

Then who has not asked the question: What 
will my friends be like in the resurrection? shall I 
know them and be known by them?.We part from 
our loved ones at death and say, ‘‘We shall meet 


each other again in the Great Beyond, and we shall 
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know them and be known by them.” Thus we at 
least assume a resurrection from the dead sometime, 
and a reunion of loved ones, and a mutual recogni- 
tion of one another. 

Let us ask ourselves a few questions, and endeavor 
to answer them: What reason have we for thinking 
that there will bea resurrection of the dead? Will it 
bea resurrection of all mankind, good and bad? When 
will the resurrection take place? What will the resur- 
rection be like? Let us proceed to answer these ques- 
tions as far as we can. Of course, there is much room 
for dispute as to what answers should be given, and 
there is also much im the very nature of the subject 
which cannot now be known. In trying to answer 
them, let our appeal be to the Scriptures; for here, 
again, the ultimate authority for us will be the Word 
of God. | 

What reasons have we for believing that there will 
be a resurrection of the dead? 

The prevalence of this belief among the different 
nations of the world Is a strong assumption in favor of 
the fact of resurrection. In their funeral rites mn the 
countries where Christianity is not known and prac- 
ticed, ample preparation is made for the comfort and 
pleasure of the dead when they come to life again. 
_ The question is so allied to the other question of 1m- 
mortality that, if a man lives again, the belief that 
the whole man, body and spirit, lives again is quite 
prevalent and feasible. | 
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teaching concerning his resurrection is very explicit. 
The New Testament is the gospel of the resurrection. | 
When Christ redeemed man he redeemed the whole | 
man, his body as well as his spirit, for the apostle 
Paul says, “‘ourselves also, who have the first-fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our- 
selves, waiting for our adoption, to wit, the redemp- | 
tion of our body.” Rom. 8:23. “But if the Spirit of | 
him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwelleth in 
you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead 
shall give life also to your mortal bodies through his | 
Spirit that dwelleth m you.” Rom. 8:11. nth 
By faith we enter mto vital union with Christ 
through the Holy Spirit, a union which embraces the 
body as well as the spirit, for the body becomes the 
temple of God, his habitation through the Spirit; 
and surely we cannot think of the redeemed spirit of 
man dwelling with God, without the body of our 
humiliation idwelt by the Holy Spirit also sharing 
in that distinguished honor. 

We have the assurance and pledge of our own 
resurrection from the dead in that Christ himself rose 
from the dead. ‘‘For if we believe that Jesus died and ' 
rose again, even so them also that are fallen asleep in | 
Jesus will God bring with him.” I Thess. 4:14. 

The basis of the apostle Paul’s belief in the restit- 
rection was the Christ of history, who died and rose 
again, manifesting himself by “many proofs”’ to his 
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followers during the forty days he remained on earth 
after his resurrection. 

These proofs are of such a character, and are so 
numerous, as to lead men to say that the resurrection 
of Christ is “the best attested fact of history.” If 
this great fact of our belief could be disproved, the 
whole fabric of Christian faith would fall to pieces. 
Just think for a moment what we would miss if 
Christ did not rise from the dead! Our whole Chris- 
tian faith would have to be revised. Our belief in the 
words Jesus spoke while on earth would be cruelly 
shaken, because even if he was not false, but only mis- 
taken in predictions, and carried away by enthusiasm 
or fanaticism, how could we believe any of his words? 
We should have to relegate him to the limbo of false 
prophets and ignorant fanatics. 

If we had to deny the resurrection of Christ we 
could not look forward to anything after death but 
blank annihilation; we could not have a sympathizer 
In our sorrows now, and we would have no one to 
help us when we fall and strengthen us in temptation. 
The apostle Paul says: ‘If Christ hath not been 
raised, then is our preaching vain, your faith also is 
vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; 
because we witnessed of God that he raised up Christ: 
whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead are not 
raised. For if the dead are not raised, neither hath 
Christ been raised: and if Christ hath not been 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
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Then they also that are fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, 
we are of all men most pitiable.”’ I Cor. 15:14-19. 

Of course, such an essential element of Christian 
belief is not allowed to go unchallenged by the unbe- 
liever. There are some who claim with Celsus, as 
their unbelieving father, that, if Jesus had wanted 
men to believe in his resurrection, he would have ap- 
peared to those who ill-treated him, to Pilate who 
condemned him, and to men generally. Had he done 
so, would not their evidence have been impugned, 
their characters attacked, and their testimony dis- 
solyed into thin air? 

There are some men whom no kind of testimony 
will convince, for their minds are full of prejudice; 
they quibble over the testimony of men as truthful as 
they are themselves, but they balk’at the inevitable 
conclusions. Now Christ did not waste time on such 
men by submitting himself to a rigid examination in 
a scientific way, in order to satisfy the scruples of un- 
believers, as Renan would have had him do. He ap- 
peared unto his disciples, who were honest men and 
women, and he had a hard time in convincing some 
of them. He relied upon his friends to promulgate the 
truth rather than upon his enemies to pick flaws in 
it, and history has justified his wisdom. 

Our faith is so bound up with the resurrection of 
Christ that they stand or fall together. But Paul was 
not only relying upon an historical fact, his only 


go WHEN I HAVE CROSSED THE BAR 


proof of which was the testimony of men, but he also 
had an experiential testimony of the resurrection of 
Christ. On the way to Damascus, armed with au- 
thority to stamp out this fanatical sect of Chris- 
tians, he was smitten to the ground, and a voice from 
heaven spoke to him, and, looking up, he saw Christ 
for himself. Ever afterwards his hatred was turned 
into love, and the transformation of his whole life was 
due to nothing but a vision of his resurrected, ascended 
Lord. He had Christ henceforth in his heart and life, 
as a living experience of power and salvation. Read 
that classic on the resurrection of believers given to 
the Christian Church in I Cor., ch. 15, and see how the 
apostle Paul argues with the Corinthians on this great 
subject. There is no doubt as to a resurrection of 
those who believe in Christ, for Christ and believers 
one, and the divine life is indissoluble. 
Will there be a resurrection of all mankind? 
ill the bad as well as the good be raised up? 

The New Testament is full of proof of the resurrec- 
tion of believers, for the apostles had to meet the un- 
belief of the Sadducees, and build up the Christians 
in their faith, and give them assurance of a power 
in their lives which would never Ieave them in life or 
death or the hereafter; yet in comparison little is said 
of the resurrection of the wicked. The reason of this 
is obvious. It was the Christian faith that needed to 
be reinforced, for it was the definite object of attack, 
and its principles needed restatement. But there is 
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enough in the Scriptures to prove that the wicked wi 
be raised from the dead. 
Christ said, ‘“‘Marvel not at this: for the hour 
cometh, in which all that are in the tombs shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.” 
John 5:28, 29. 
Paul says, ‘‘there shall be a resurrection both of the 
just and unjust.” Acts 24:15. John says: ‘‘And I saw 
the dead, the great and the small, standing before the 
throne; and books were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of the things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. And the sea gave 
up the dead that were in it; and death and Hades 
gave up the dead that were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works.” Rev. 
20:12, 13. These passages of Scripture will be suffi- 
cient to establish the fact that there will be a resur- 
rection of all the dead, righteous and wicked. 


CHAPTER XII 
THE RESURRECTION TIME 


WHEN will the resurrection take place? 

As has already been said, there are two opinions 
as to the answer to this question. The premillenarians 
argue that when Christ comes again the righteous 
dead will be raised. They will be united with him in 
his unprecedented reign upon the earth, with Satan 
chained for a thousand years. At the end of this 
millennium, Satan shall be loosed for a season, the 
wicked shall be raised from the dead, and the judg- 
ment shall take place. Now this involves two resur- 
rections, with an intervening interval of at least one 
thousand years. The chief support for this view is a 
passage of Scripture which is found im a highly sym- 
bolical and figurative book, Revelation 20: 4-6. 

I have already touched upon an interpretation of 
that passage which brings it, I feel, nto harmony with 
the clear and definite pronouncements of the Word. 
The prevailing rule of interpretation Is to explain the 
obscure and doubtful by the clear and definite teach- 
ing of Scripture. - 

The other view is that at the last day, when Christ 
comes to judge the world, the good and the bad are 
raised together to recetve judgment. The dead in 

92 


THE RESURRECTION TIME 93 


Christ are raised first, that is, in order of time, with- 
out any hint of a definite period of one thousand years 
of jomnt rule with Christ before the wicked dead are 
brought upon the scene. Christ says, “‘And this is the 
will of him that sent me, that of all that which he 
hath given me I should Iose nothing, but should raise 
it up at the Jast day.”” John 6:39. The resurrection of 
the just is, therefore, associated with the last day. 

Again He says: ‘‘But when the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
shall he sit on the throne of his glory: and before him 
shall be gathered all the nations: and he shall sepa- 
rate them one from another, as the shepherd sepa- 
rateth the sheep from the goats; and he shall set the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
: Then shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eter- 
nal fire which is prepared for the devil and his 

angels: . . . And these shall go away into eternal 
‘punishment: but the righteous mto eternal life.” 
Matt. 25:31-46. 

It is apparent that the coming of the Lord in 
glory, or “his glorious appearing” (A.V.), as the 
apostle calls it, is closely associated with the judg- 
ment and rewards and punishments of all, good and 
bad. No mtervening period of time is contemplated 
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in these words of our Lord. Again, he said, “‘ Marvel 
not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that 
are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the resur- 
rection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of judgment.” John 4:28, 29. Surely 
this passage also implies a consecutive following of 
the resurrection of all, good and bad, without any 
hint of a period of time between two resurrections 
and judgment of all, good and bad. 

The apostle Paul, in his second Jetter to the Thes- 
salonian Christians, writes, in comfortmg them in 
their afflictions, of “the revelation of the Lord Jesus 
from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming 
fire, rendering vengeance to them that know not God, 
and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal de- 
struction from the face of the Lord and from the 
glory of his might, when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints, and to be marvelled at in all them that 
believed (because our testimony unto you was be- 
lieved) in that day.” II Thess. 1:7-10. 

I have been led to the conclusion that, when Christ 
comes to be glorified in his saints, it is also a stmulta- 
neous coming of judgment upon the wicked. I feel 
that the plain teaching of Scripture indicates a gen- 
eral resurrection of the righteous and the wicked 
simultaneously, and a general judgment, and final 
rewards and punishments. 


CHAPTER XIII 
THE RESURRECTION BODY 


Wuat will be the nature of the resurrection? 

The Apostles’ Creed says, ‘“‘I believe in the resur- 
rection of the body.” Will there be a resurrection of 
the body as we know it? Will the different parts of 
our body, however it may be decomposed and assimi- 
lated by the earth, rise, part knit to part, and be the 
same body that it was originally? 

We have sometimes heard it said that the physical 
body must rise, and we shall contemplate the grue- 
some spectacle of the parts of a body, which had been 
dismembered in different parts of the world, hurtling 
through the air to become reunited in the same body. 
I present this rather hideous aspect of what some 
men have thought the resurrection will be like, that 
we may think reasonably on the subject. To think of 
such a thing is ludicrous as well as hideous and re- 
pellent. 

There are many things which make it difficult, if 
not impossible, to believe that the body as it Is will 
rise again. To believe in the resurrection of a physical 
body, exactly the same as the body Iaid in the grave, 
would necessarily imply that the resurrection will 
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reveal deformed, stout, and thin people, just as we 
see them here. Were this so, it would presenta very 
unattractive prospect for some people. | 
But Paul says that “flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God.” I Cor. 15:50: Now, what kind 
of body shall we have in the resurrection? If it is not: 
the body which we now possess, a physical body, 
what kind of body shall it be? The apostle Paul 
answers that question in the fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians. Evidently some one had asked 
him, “With what manner of body do they come?” 
and he replies, ‘““Thou foolish one, that which thou 
thyself sowest is not quickened except it die: and 
that which thou sowest, thou sowest not the body 
that shall be, but a bare grain, it may chance of 
wheat, or of some other kind; but God giveth it a 
body even as it pleased him, and to each seed a body 
of its own.” I Cor. 15:36-38. While it is not the same 
body that ts raised up, according to the analogy of 
the grain of wheat, yet there is a similarity between 
the two bodies that makes them not two distinct and 
separate entities, but identical. 
Wherein does this identity consist? Take our own 
body, for instance. Its particles are continually chang- 
ing, so that every seven years we change completely, 
physically—some say, every year; but there is a 
something which gives us the consciousness that we 
are the same person. There is an indisputable iden- 
tity, which we cannot explain, which persists from 
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childhood to old age; and it shall persist consciously 
In our resurrection body. 

Paul carries the description farther when he says: 
“It is sown in corruption; it Is raised in corruption: 
it is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: It is sown 
in weakness; it is raised In power: It Is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there 
is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So 
also it is written, The first man Adam became a living 
soul. The Iast Adam [that is Christ] became a life- 
giving spirit. Howbeit that is not first which is 
spiritual, but that which is natural; then that which 
is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy: 
the second man Is of heaven. As Is the earthy, such 
are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, 
such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly.” I Cor. 15:42-49. “The dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality.”’ I Cor. 15: 
52, 53. 

It is the same body that Is sown which is raised up, 
changed. Instead of a weak, corruptible body of flesh, 
subject to disease and death, it will become a glo- 
rious, incorruptible and powerful body, which shall 
never die. It will be a spiritual body, like Christ’s 
glorified body: “who shall fashion anew the body 
of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the 
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body of his glory, according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subject all things unto himself.” 
Phil. 3:21. The life of Christ is in the believer as a 
mighty power, not only transforming his inner life, 
but also transforming his body, and making it like 
the body of Christ’s glory; that is, our bodies be- 
come like Christ’s own resurrected body. There are 
several features of that we might note. 

The risen body of Christ passed out of a closed 
tomb that first Easter morning. Without any dif- 
ficulty he appeared in, and disappeared from, a room 
with shut door. He could appear at places great dis- 
tances apart, almost instantaneously. Evidently he 
was not subject to the laws which govern a physical 
body. Sometimes he was recognized by the disciples 
as the same Jesus they knew im the flesh. His purpose 
in appearing at all was to convince them that he was 
alive according to his promise, and that his gospel 
was now invested with a new power. They needed 
positive evidence to convince them that he was alive. 
He showed them his wounds received on Calvary. 
He ate with them, not because physical food was a 
necessity for his new life, but to convince them that 
he was the same Jesus whom they knew in the flesh. 
““A spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold me 
having,’ Luke 24:39, was said by him to convince 
them that he was not a mere apparition or specter, 
but really the same Jesus who had been crucified 


and buried. 
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His was not a resuscitated life, like that of Lazarus 
whom he raised from the dead: his was a resurrection 
with a physical body become a spiritual body. Our 
spiritual body will be adapted to the free and un- 
trammeled movements of the spirit; a body that 
never hungers nor thirsts, is never sick and shall never 
die; a body which is suited to be the vehicle and ex- 
pression of the spirit; a spiritual organ for the carry- 
ing on of the activities of the spirit, cleansed and 
purified, in that perfect world with God and Christ 
and angels and just men made perfect. 

In presenting this subject I have endeavored to 
give a viewpoint consistent with the teaching of the 
Scripture. I am conscious of the great difficulties 
which are to be met in our study of this great theme; 
difficulties which, I believe, will be removed only 
in the actual experiences I have tried to describe. 
No one knows what qualities a body under control of 
spirit may assume. A body, to become the adequate 
vehicle of spirit, must be changed from its physical 
limitations, and must be changed and adapted to suit 
the higher form of existence. The physical body be- 
comes a spiritual body in the resurrection, main- 
taining conscious existence of its identity and so 
retaining all that gave it distinctive personality. I 
believe in the resurrection of the body in this way. 

What a wonderful change will occur in this frail, 
diseasable, decrepit, deformed mortal body of ours 
when it takes its place among the saints in glory, in 
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that perfect realm where nothing shall enter which 
can mar the harmony of God’s redeemed creation! 


“On the resurrection morning 
Soul and body meet again, 
No more sorrow, no more weeping, 
No more pain. 
Soul and body reunited, 
Henceforth nothing shall divide, 
Waking up in Christ’s own likeness, 


Satisfied.” 
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THE LAST JUDGMENT 


_ HE HATH APPOINTED A DAY IN WHICH HE WILL JUDGE THE 
_ WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
oe —Acts 17:31 


ae, 


*** Where have you been, my brother? 
For I missed you from the street.’ 
‘I have been away for a night and a day 
At the great God’s judgment-seat.’ 


“** And what did you find, my brother, 
When your judging there was done?’ 
“Weeds in my garden, dust in my doors, 
And my roses dead in the sun; 


***And the Jesson I brought back with me, 
Like silence from above— 
On the judgment-throne there is room alone 
For the Lord whose name is Love.’ ”’ 


CHAPTER XIV 
THE JUDGMENT: A FACT AND A NECESSITY 


"THE consensus of opinion of humanity is that a 
day of judgment is a necessity in order that the 
inequalities and anomalies of human life may be 
properly and satisfactorily adjusted. There is a sense 
of justice evident among all men, even among the 
most degraded heathen. We ourselves are quite con- 
scious of the fact that mnjustices are perpetrated here 
which never meet with just requital among men. 
But, mstinctively, without any special revelation on 
the matter, men expect a time when justice, pure and 
simple, shall be meted out, without any chance of 
escape on the part of wrongdoers—a day of judg- 
ment. 

What do the Scriptures say about the Day of 
Judgment? The Scriptures clearly state that the Day 
of Judgment is an outward, visible event, taking 
place at a definite period of time. There are, of 
course, moral judgments taking place every day, 
which, according to men’s light and conscience, ap- 
prove or condemn their conduct. We have all ex- 
pertenced the approval or disapproval of conscience. 
The very race, to some extent, has in its civilization 
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confirmed the judgments of men upon themselves, so 
that with Schelling we say, “the history of the world 
is the judgment of the world.” 

But while men consciously are putting themselves 
on one side or other of the judge by the moral judg- 
ments of conscience, and the world bears upon its 
bosom the record of its own judgment, yet there is a 
definite Judgment Day to come—the Great Assize 
Day, the Final Court of Appeal. 

The Scriptures are very explicit in their statements. 
“Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which 
all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of judgment.” John 4:28, 209. 
“But when the Son of man shall come im his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then shall he sit on the 
throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered 
all the nations: and he shall separate them one from 
another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from 
the goats,”’ and so forth. Matt. 25:31-46. “He hath 
appointed a day in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained.” 
Acts 17:31. ‘‘For we must all be made manifest be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may 
receive the things done in the body, according to 
what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
II Cor. 5:10. ‘‘And masmuch as it is appoimted unto 
men once to die, and after this cometh judgment.” 
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Heb. 9:27. “As he reasoned of righteousness, and 
self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was 
terrified.” Acts 24:25. Paul also speaks of the judg- 
ment, “in the day when God shall judge the secrets 
of men, according to my gospel, by Jesus Christ.” 
Rom. 2:16. “But after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart [thou] treasurest up for thyself wrath in the day 
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God; who will render to every man according to his 
works.”’ Rom. 2:5, 6. Peter says, “but the heavens 
that now are, and the earth, by the same word have 
been stored up for fire, beng reserved against the 
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” 
II Peter 3:7. 

It is useless further to multiply passages of Scrip- 
ture to prove that there is a definite period of visible, 
outward judgment. 

Ido not say that the judgment will take place within 
a period of twenty-four hours. All that I contend for 
Is, that the Scriptures do not contemplate a protracted 
period of process of judgment, but that the judgment 
is a decisive, definite act taking place in a specified 
time. It is clear that, while conscience is daily regis- 
tering judgments in our moral being, yet there is a 
definite Day of Judgment, for which the evil are 
“reserved,” which takes place after death, “for after 
[death] cometh judgment,” a day followimg the resur- 
rection of the just and the unjust. 


CHAPTER XV 
THE JUDGE.AND THE JUDGED 


Who is to be the judge on the Day of Judgment? 
There are several passages of Scripture which speak 
very definitely about the judge. God is spoken of as 

the Judge, “God the Judge of all.”’ Heb. 12:23. “For 
* neither doth the Father judge any man, but he hath 
given all judgment unto the Son.” John 5:22. “And 
he gave him authority to execute judgment, because 
he is ason of man.” John 5:27. Peter says that God 
“‘charged us to preach unto the people, and to testify 
that this is he [Christ] who is ordained of God to be 
the Judge of the living and the dead.”’ Acts 10: 42. 

Paul said to the Athenians on Mars Hill that God 
“hath appomted a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by the man [Christ] whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”’ 
Acts 17:31. Further, in his letter to the Corm- 
thians, he says, ““For we must all be made manifest 
before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, according 
to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
hi Coris:ro, 
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Christ himself assumes the judicial function, when 
he says to those on his right hand, “Come, ye 
blessed of my Father,’’ Matt. 25:34, and to those on 
the left hand, ‘Depart from me, ye cursed.”” Matt. 
Pe°At. 

It is evident from these passages of Scripture that 
God, in the person of Jesus Christ, will be the Judge 
of mankind. Surely Christ, the Son of Man, Is ca- 
pable of exercising such a judicial function in con- 
nection with mankind. As he was partaker of our 
humanity, he can appreciate what human life Is, and 
can enter into sympathetic understanding of man- 
kind. He knows what the law and love of God mean 
—he was merciful and just while he was upon the 
earth—he realizes what he did on Calvary’s cross for 
men, the tremendous sacrifice he made for their sins 
—he knows the gracious offer of his redemption, and 
the earnest solicitations of his love. He knows, too, 
what opportunities and abilities and difficulties men 
have in connection with, and in responding to, his 
own gracious appeals. 

He knows that nothing has been left undone in 
order to make salvation possible for men. He will 
exercise his mercy to the limit, but he ts also just; 
and because he is just, his mercy will be according 
to his love, and in keeping with the dignity and honor 
of God. 

Surely it inspires joy and confidence in believers 
to know that Jesus Christ will be their Judge. But 
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associated with Jesus in judgment will be the saints, 
who are one with him, and who are in utter. accord 
with his will. 

The judgment in which the righteous shall partici- 
pate will be the judgment of the wicked. They shall 
acquiesce in the judgment pronounced by Christ, and 
approve of his justice. 


WHO ARE TO BE JUDGED? 


All men and evil angels are to be the objects of the 
judgment. All mankind from the beginning of time 
unto the day of the Lord’s appearing who are in their 
graves shall rise up at the sound of the trumpet and 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, together 
with all those who are alive at his coming who have 
not suffered death—all mankind, the living and the 
dead, shall come to the judgment. None shall escape 
the great Judge. However we may escape the just 
judgments of men here, we shall in no wise escape his 
righteous judgment at the last great day. 

It 1s surely a solemn thought to contemplate that 
great and awful scene, when all mankind shall be 
gathered together for fmal judgment by One who 
knows us altogether, and reads the very secrets of our 
hearts, and manifests in his judgment his righteous- 
ness and justice. 

The evil angels, who are now “kept in everlasting 
bonds under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day,” shall also be judged. But the good angels, who 
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are ministering spirits to the heirs of salvation here, 
shall also be ministering in the separation of the good 
from the bad on the Judgment Day. 

But what is the use of the judgment after all? If 
men by their thoughts and deeds form characters, 
good and bad, and these are known to the Lord, who 
searcheth every heart and knoweth every thought 
and takes cognizance of every act, why should there 
not be a quiet passing at death into the place for 
which we have prepared ourselves? But no; lest any 
man should be tempted to think that injustice could 
pass unnoticed by God, as we sometimes are tempted 
to think, when we see the wicked flourish and prosper 
in their evil ways and the poor, pious man can 
scarcely maintain life. When the fraud and crimes 
of the world go unpunished here, the Judgment Day 
will reveal men unto themselves more fully in the 
presence of Christ, and reveal the secret thoughts of 
us all before all men, so that no trace of injustice 
shall ever be left Jurking in the minds of men, for all 
men shall have just judgment meted out according 
to the law of God’s love and mercy. 


< 


CHAPTER XVI 
THE JUDGMENT: ITS PRINCIPLE AND RESULT 


Upon what principle does the judgment proceed? 
We shall be judged according to the deeds done in 
the body. According to their works are men judged. 
The very secret thoughts of the hearts of men are to 
be brought to light and made manifest. Is there one 
of us who could complacently contemplate even in 
secret all the deeds of our life with pleasure? Is there 


one of us who would not shrink from the humiliation 
‘ of having all our thoughts paraded before the public 


gaze? And yet our secret thoughts and our deeds shall 
be made manifest at the Judgment Day before Christ 
and all mankind. 

What masks will be torn off! What revelations will 
be made to one another! What disappomtments we 
shall suffer in ourselves and in others whom we had 
judged to be upright and perfect! When the tawdry 


_ tinsel of the world in which we had masqueraded is 


torn off, and we stand in the nakedness of our soul 

before our Maker and our fellow men, it will be with 

utter confusion of face. Oh, how many of our own 

judgments will we be compelled to revise in the light 

of the manifestation of the thoughts and deeds of men! 
IIo 
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If deeds are to be the basis of judgment, then the 
man who has done the most and achieved the most 
in the world will surely stand highest in the final 
ordeal of judgment. 

A millionaire, for instance, who made his bene- 
factions for the best things im life, and who made it 
possible for life to be easier for many people, should 
surely win a larger measure of approval than the 
man who has struggled hard but has achieved so 
little. Surely the man whose name had been a house- 
hold word because of his many benefactions should 
receive a larger meed of praise than the man who had 
toiled in some obscure portion of the world faith- 
fully, but unknown beyond the contracted circum- 
ference of a few friends. Yes; that is the way the 
world judges, but not the way God judges. 

He has measured the deeds of men by considera- 
tions which largely modify their significance. For 
instance, the light which a man has, his opportu- 
nity of service, and the use to which he puts that: 
light according to his opportunity, determine the 
quality of his deeds. It is impossible for us to pass 
righteous judgment on any person until we know 
what light he had, what opportunity was his, and 
how he used that opportunity according to his 
light. 

The poor, obscure man has oftentimes done a more 
meritorious deed, according to his light and advan- 
tages, than the millionaire whose name and praise are 
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In every man’s mouth. Indeed, sometimes the praise 
of men ts the only praise we shall ever get. God will 
praise only those who have done his will. 

In following out this basis of judgment somewhat 
more particularly, we shall take, for example, the 
heathen, the Jew, and the Christian, and ask what 
will their judgment be? It would not be just to make 
the standard of judgment the same in each case. 
Were the heathen to be judged according to our 
- standard, surely none of them could ever possibly 
win a word of approval from the Judge. The heathen 
have a law written upon their hearts by which they 
shall be judged—the Iaw of conscience, and the rey- 
elation God has made of himself to them in nature. 
If they do the things approved by conscience, ac- 
cording to the illummation received by God’s crea- 
tion, their deeds will be approved by God. 

The Jew must be judged according to a higher 
standard—by conscience and the law of God given 
through Moses. He shall be responsible for the use to 
which he has put the light afforded him. 

But the Christian shall be judged by the highest 
standard—the conscience, the revealed law of God, 
and the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
We shall be held responsible for the use to which we 
have put the larger light which we have received. 
Thus the gospel standard is correct and just: “‘To 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be re- 
quired.” He that hath received ten talents shall be 
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expected to bring in a greater increase than he that 
hath received only one talent. 

Every man “according to his several ability”’ shall 
be held responsible for the use to which he has put 
that ability according to his opportunity. If, as the 
apostle says, ‘ 


‘In none other [than Jesus] is there 


salvation: for neither is there any other name under / 


heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must } 


be saved,” Acts 4:12, there can be no salvation for 
any man except he believes in Jesus Christ. 

Are all the heathen and the Jews to perish, then? 
It is surely no fault of the heathen that they have 
never heard mention of the name that is above every 
name. If they have never heard of Jesus, how can 
they believe in Jesus? 

But every person in the world stands in some rela- 


tion to Jesus Christ. He “lighteth every man com- ; | 


ie 


ing into the world.” John 1:9. The very spark of 
conscience, which distinguishes a man from a brute, 
was kindled by Jesus Christ. The things after which 
men have been groping in all ages of the world— 
honesty, mercy, justice, truthfulness, and such like— 
are the things for which Jesus Christ stands; and the 
measure of the attainment of men im such things, 
whether they have ever heard of his name or not, 
determines their relationship to himself. 

Did not the Jewish sacrifices point forward to the 
one Great Sacrifice which would forever obliterate 


the necessity of the sacrifice of animals? And did not 
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the Jew, who offered up his sacrifice with true intent 
of worship and love, not stand related to the sacrifice 
therein typifted—the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary— 
as a worshiper of the Christ, whether he was con- 
scious of it or not? 

That, it seems to me, can be the only just way of 
looking at the heathen and the Jews, in view of the 
judgment that is based upon men’s relationship to 
Jesus Christ. 

But for us who have the knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
our deeds must be done in his name and for his sake 
if they are to become meritorious. 

There must be no groping after things in the dark, 
~ as with the heathen; there must be no veiling of the 
eyes, as it was with the Jews. With us there must be 
the positive outgoing of a love for Jesus Christ as the 
Saviour of sinners—a personal Redeemer—in the acts 
of our life, if the yudgment is to result in our favor. 

We know this, with an open Bible before us, or we 
ought to know it, and if we fail through ignorance, or 
neglect, or indifference, or willful perversion of mind 
and heart, we have no plea to present for mercy at 
the judgment bar. We must take our place with 
those who know not vie Lord and whom the Lord 
never knew. 

The Bible positively teaches that he who knew not 
his Lord’s will, yet did things worthy of stripes, shall 
be beaten with few stripes, while he who knew his 
Lord’s will, and did things worthy of stripes, shall be 
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beaten with many stripes. And did not our Lord him- 
self declare that in the Day of Judgment it shall be , 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for | 
Capernaum? Why? Because the wicked cities of the | 
Plain had not the opportunity of Capernaum, which 
was the scene of much of the Lord’s gracious ministry 
and blessed deeds, and it repented not. 

Deeds and not creeds are the basis of judgment. 
But when we speak of deeds, we must not divorce 
them from the thoughts that inspire them. Ay, after 
all, we cannot dissociate the judgment from the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, else a multiplica- 
tion of deeds, irrespective of the motives prompting ; , 
them, would win the “Well done”’ of Jesus. No, no; 
our deeds are good or bad according to our relation- 
ship to Christ. ‘‘Verily, verily, I say unto you,” says 
Christ, “he that heareth my word, and believeth him 
that sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into 
judgment [that is, the judgment of condemnation], 
but hath passed out of death into life.” John 5:24. 
“He that believeth on him Is not judged: he that be- ; 
lieveth not hath been judged already, because he 
hath not believed on the name of the only begotten | 
Son of God.” John 3:18. ‘He that believeth on the 
Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
hmm.” John 3:36. 

The judgment is not based upon deeds in them- 
selves but upon deeds inspired by proper motives. 
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Now, I know that some raise the question: If the 
heathen are tolerably secure in their ignorance of 
Christ, why should we give them the gospel, thus in- 
creasing their light, enlarging their opportunity, and 
magnifying their condemnation, if they should reject 
his gracious offers of mercy? Well, it need only be 
said in this connection that, while Christian sym- 
pathy could not stand by and see men and women 
bound hand and foot m the slavery of sin, wicked- 
ness, and superstition without helping to free them, 
the whole missionary propaganda is based upon 
obedience to the command of Christ to his disciples: 
““Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
the whole creation.”’ Mark 16:15. Every other con- 
sideration sinks into insignificance in view of the 
servant doing his Lord’s will. If we know the Lord’s 
will, happy are we if we do it. 

What do we know about the result of the judg- 
ment—the rewards and punishments—the final test- 
ing of the righteous and the wicked? There is noth- 
ing more clearly taught in the Scriptures than that 
there will be a final separation of men. 

The good and the bad will be separated, like a 
flock where the shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. The wicked shall stand at the left hand of 
the throne of judgment, and hear the words of doom 
amid the awful silence of that awful day: “Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is 
prepared for the devil and his angels.”” Matt. 25:41. 
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Over such a scene we would hastily drop the cur- 
tain, that we might not see the agony of the lost; 
we would stop our ears that we might not hear the 
wail of doom of the damned, and we would earnestly 
pray: God forbid that we, or any of our loved ones, 
should ever enter that place where all hope is gone 
forever! 

We would turn our thoughts to those on the right 
hand of the Judge, and hear him say, “‘Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kmgdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.” Matt. | 
25:34. Who would not delight to contemplate this — 
condition of life and participate in it? 

That great and awful day is unavoidable, when all 
mankind shall stand openly in the judgment, when all 
thoughts and deeds are bared to the gaze of men and 
angels and Christ himself. How shall we stand in 
that great day? What judgment shall we receive 
from the Judge of all mankind? Shall we cast our- 
selves then upon the mercy of God in Christ, and 
plead for forgiveness? It will then be too late. Do it 
now. “Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation.” II Cor. 6:2. God has | 
graciously put it within our own power to determine | 
on which side we shall stand at the last day. Christ 
is pleading with us to accept him as our Intercessor, 
as our Advocate, as our Saviour, and then we need 
not fear when the judgment books are opened. Let 
us put our trust in Christ. He will wash away our 
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sins, and put to our account his own deeds on Cal- 
vary for the expiation of sm, and we shall then ap- 
proach that great Day of Judgment with calmness 
and confidence. 


“°*Tis but a little while, 
And He shall come again 
Who died that we might live, who lives 
That we with him may reign: 
Then, O my Lord, prepare 
My soul for that glad day; 
O wash me in thy precious blood, 
And take my sins away.” 


THEY DESIRE A BETTER COUNTRY, THAT Is, A HEAVENLY. 
! y Peay | _ Heb. 11:16 
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“Oh, think! to step ashore, and that shore heaven; 
To clasp a hand outstretched, and that God’shand; 


To breathe new air, and that celestial air; 27 
To feel refreshed and know it—immortality. 5 oat Loy 
Oh, think! to pass from storm and stress a 
To one unbroken calm; ri o 


To wake and find it glory.” 
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CHAPTER XVII 
WHERE AND WHAT IS HEAVEN? 


WHEN the final judgment has been pronounced 
and men are separated, and rewards and punish- 
ments have been meted out, those who have received 
the commendation of the Judge will enter to what 
is generally known as heaven. The majority of 
people who give the other life a thought, and believe 
in another life after this life, desire and expect to 
enter heaven. 

Such has been the glamor thrown around the con- 
ception of it, not only by the Bible, but also by the 
common, yet not very correct, notion of it, that it has 
become a very attractive and desirable place for 
most people. 

As we enter upon the consideration of heaven, we 
shall ask and endeavor to answer a few questions, 
which may give us a clear, Biblical conception of it. 
Where is heaven? What is heaven? Who are in 
heaven? Shall we know one another in heaven? 
What shall we do in heaven? 


WHERE IS HEAVEN? 


The common impression of the Iocation of heaven is 
that it is up above the sky, so that when we look up 
121 
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into the infinite blue, while we cannot see anything 
but the blue sky, and peer into the illimitable space 
peopled by innumerable worlds, yet somewhere up 
lies heaven. Some men have thought that the star, 

[Alcyone, which is supposed to be the center of the 
universe, may be the abode of the saints. Other men 
thmk that this earth, purged by fire and renewed, 
will be the dwelling place of the redeemed. 

However all this may be, we are taught by the 
Scriptures that Stephen, when being stoned to death, 
“looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of 
God.” Acts 7:55. Paul says he knew a man who was 
once caught up into the third heaven. Peter speaks 
of having seen in his dream a sheet let down by the 
four corners from heaven. Jesus is spoken of as 
ascending to heaven and descending from heaven. 
On the day of his ascension he ascended up until he 
was taken out of the sight of his disciples. The New 
Jerusalem is spoken of as coming down out of heaven. 
Numerous are the references in Scripture to the direc- 
tion of heaven. 

How far up must a man go before he reaches 
heaven? may be a trifling question. Elisha, when on 
the hill of Dothan, surrounded by his enemies, prayed 
that his servant’s eyes might be opened, and he saw a 
heavenly host ready to aid the prophet. Heaven was 
opened before Ezekiel at Chebar in captivity. On 
the Mount of Transfiguration Jesus and the three 
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disciples were enveloped with the supernal glory, and 
Moses and Elijah, heavenly mhabitants, appeared 
and talked with Jesus. 

While the direction of heaven is upward, accord- 
ing to the implication of Scripture, may heaven not 
be all around us enveloping the earth, and all we 
need is adequate spiritual vision in order to see it? 
There is a veil over our eyes while we are here in 
the flesh, which prevents us from seeing the other 
world and its mhabitants. We, through the Holy 
Spirit, are lifted up into the heavenly places and 
enter into ravishing spiritual experiences. Paul says: 
“Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, and 
which entered not into the heart of man, whatsoever 
things God prepared for them that love him. But 
unto us God revealed them through the Spirit.” 
I Cor. 2:9, 10. These things are spiritually discerned, 
for the natural man cannot discern the things of the 
Spirit. 

I do not mean that spiritualism is capable of in- 
vading that region, or that the inhabitants of that 
world are capable of coming before us and conveying 
their messages in person. 

Whatever psychology may be able to do in the 
future, no one can predict; but, so far, the messen- 
gers and messages, brought and conveyed through 
professional mediums, bear upon them the stamp of 
evident deception. The desire to peer into the oc- 
cult prepares the way for illusion and delusion. 
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The agency through whom communication is es- 
tablished with heaven is the Holy Spirit of God, and, 
therefore, the communications are on a spiritual 
basis and of a spiritual nature. Heaven lies all 


around us. God is ever near us, and where God Is, 
* there is heaven. 


WHAT IS HEAVEN? 


Is heaven a place or a state of bemg? Heaven is 
both. Jesus said to his disciples the last night of his 
earthly life: ““I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and 
will receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” John 14:2-4. 

But heaven is also and predominantly a state of 
holy communion and fellowship with God. The con- 
ditions mto which we enter are different from the 
conditions which affect our natural, physical life. 
The things which disturb our souls here will never 
enter there. Our relationship with God will be such 
that no fear, no sorrow, no sin—in a word, nothing 
that would mar the felicity of heavenly communion, 
peace and rest—can ever enter there. 

Imagine our lives stripped of the limitations which 
we experience here; everything which could disturb 
our souls eliminated, and the whole spiritual desires 
of our life satisfred, then we can have some concep- 
tion of what heaven means. But even the most 
purified imagination fails to realize what heaven is. 
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Were all the glories of heaven described to us, we 
could not understand them. Indeed, there is no 
human language comprehensive enough to describe 
experiences which must by their very nature be 
spiritual. And so it is that heaven and heavenly 
things are described negatively, or by earthly com- 
parisons, in the Bible. “God . . . shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be 
no more; neither shall there be mourning, nor cry- 
Ing, nor pain, any more.” ‘‘And I saw no temple 
therein.” ‘And the city hath no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine upon it.”’ “‘There shall 
be no night there.”’ “‘And there shall in no wise enter 
into it anything unclean, or he that maketh an abom- 
ination and a lie.” 

Is rt possible for us to conceive adequately such a 
condition of affairs, a place where there ts neither day 
nor night, as we know them; where there is no wick- 
edness nor impurity of any kind; where sickness and 
pain, sorrow and death, shall never enter, and where 
the Church will be no longer a necessity? 

With our human experience of a world where we 
see impurity and wickedness of every kind prevalent, 
where no one is exempt from sickness and pam, sor- 
row and death, and where the ministrations of the 
Church are in constant demand, surely it must be 
heaven, indeed, to enjoy experiences from which 
these are absent, and enter into felicities about which 
it was not lawful for even an apostle to speak. 
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But earthly terms also fail to convey all that 
heaven contains. Heaven is described as a city, un- 
doubtedly conveying the idea of intercommunication 
and intercommunion; as an everlasting kingdom, m 
which God shall reign over subjects who shall do his 
will; as ‘an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away,” which the elements of 
time and decay cannot touch; as “‘a better country” 
with its river of life and fruit tree, where the inhabi- 
tants shall know no want; as ‘“‘a house of many 
mansions,” where God’s people can find shelter, re- 
freshment, and rest. 

Heaven is the place where we shall see God face to 
face, and bask im the eternal sunshine of his presence 
and love; where the glory of God in Christ shall 
illumine the place, and in eternal communion and 
blessed fellowship, his beloved shall summer in per- 
petual happiness. 


“T know not, O I know not, 
What joys await us there; 
What radiancy of glory, 
What bliss beyond compare.” 


CHAPTER XVIII 


HEAVEN: ITS INHABITANTS AND THEIR 
RECOGNITION 


HEAvEN is a prepared place for prepared people. 
It is the place God prepared for his servants in his 
eternal counsel before the world was formed. It is 
the place Jesus said he would prepare for his be- 
loved disciples: ‘‘I go to prepare a place for you.” 
From the very nature and character of the place, 
it would be arrant folly to say that all men go to 
heaven. 

Since nothing sinful can enter there, surely it is 
prepared only for those who are not sinners, for those 
whose sins have been blotted out, and who have been 
cleansed from all pollution of sin. It is the place for 
the redeemed who have served God here, and who 
have become partakers of eternal life, which shall 
find its full consummation in that blissful realm. 

The Scriptures are very explicit as to the char- 
acter of those who shall be excluded from heaven. 
The apostle Paul says, “Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abusers of themselves with men [that is, 
any who are guilty of unnatural crime], nor thieves, 
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nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex- 
tortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” I Cor. 
6:9, 10. In the book of Revelation we read: “‘ With- 


out are the dogs [I.e., the unclean], and the sorcerers, 


and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idol- 
aters, and every one that loveth and maketh a lie.” 
Rev. 22:14. 

Are these eternally excluded from heaven? Yes, if 
they die unrepentant. After the apostle Paul’s enu- 
meration, he says, ““And such were some of you: but 
ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 


¥ in the Spirit of our God.” I Cor. 6:11. 


What would some men whom we know do in 
heaven, men who have no sympathy with the things 
of God, who never hold fellowship with him here, 
whose thoughts and hearts are occupied with earthly 
things, or worse—with devilish things? To such, 
heaven would, tndeed, be hell. 

By the very nature of the place where God and 
Christ are, none but those whose hearts are one with 
them can ever enter there. Men may become bad, 
and have their faces set toward hell, but by the grace 
of God they are arrested on their downward course, 
and the Spirit of God has applied the cleansing blood 
of Christ to their hearts, not against their will, for 
indeed they are willing and anxious to flee from the 
wrath to come. They look to Christ as their only 
Saviour, and so he puts a new heart within them, and 


HEAVENLY RECOGNITION 129 


gives them new affections and desires, and the things 
of God which they hated before, they now love. They 
are thus made fit for the mheritance of the saints in 
light. 

No person, however good morally he may be, can 
ever enter heaven, except through the “‘new and 
living way”’ that has been opened up—Jesus Christ, 
who said, “I am the way.” Between all men and 
heaven stands the Saviour who can save unto the 
uttermost, and who stretches out his loving arms, 
saying, “Come unto me, . . . and I will give 
you rest.” 

Heaven will be full of the redeemed, and the an- 
gels who have kept their first estate, and archangels, 
and cherubim, and seraphim, and Christ and God. 


SHALL WE KNOW ONE ANOTHER IN HEAVEN? 


This question is frequently asked. There are aching 
hearts, because of present separation by death, whose 
sorrow would be considerably assuaged, if any defi- 
nite assurance could be given them that they will 
meet and know their loved ones in the Great Beyond. 

Many a fond parent has, with parting breath, 
begged a wayward son or daughter to meet her in 
heaven. How pathetic, indeed, would such an appeal 
become if there were no mutual recognition in the 
place to which we go! 

Is not one of the joys of living the Christian life at 
least the hope that, though death separates us from 
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our loved ones here, we shall meet to part no more 
forever? Have we any justification for such a hope? 
I think it is but reasonable to suppose that the facul- 
ties which we enjoy here, especially the spiritual facul- 
ties, will not suffer eclipse when the material body 
crumbles away, but will rather be clarified. We love 
those we know best. Why do we love our friends? It 
is surely not because of their material beauty, for 
often the most beautiful-looking persons would not 
kmdle within us a spark of love. Are they not rather 
the spiritual qualities of mind and heart which appeal 
tous? And these are the qualities that enter into per- 
sonality and live forever. 

When two grow old together, until the bloom on 
their cheeks is gone, and they are wrinkled and de- 
crepit, what makes their love for each other not only 
remain but become intensified, if it is not spirit meet- 
ing with spirit, heart going out to heart, spiritual 
_ faculties mtertwining? Could we conceive of such a 
catastrophe to the soul as the wrenching of such souls 
asunder at death, and the one that is left behind 
longing and looking forward with the hope of a defi- 
nite reunion, and being at last disappointed? © 

I believe that love for God is intensified in our pure 
human loves. God will not disappoint our expecta- 
tions in the life to come. Nay, he will gratify them 
even beyond our highest expectation. If God is our 
Father, and believers are one family in him, there 
must be a mutual recognition of one another m the 
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life to come as his children. Surely, memory will 
not fail us there, nor knowledge, nor life! Does the 
mother ever forget the face of her dear little babe, the 
parting with which almost broke her heart? Ah, no; 
it will haunt her as long as life shall last. 

Will this memory be extinguished in death, think 
you? No, no. Will the mother know her child again? 
I am inclined to believe that children are needed in 
heaven, “for to such belongeth the kingdom of 
heaven,” and that the yearning heart of the mother 
will be satisfied in clasping her darling to her bosom 
again. 

I know there will be supernal glories, which will 
never pall upon the mmagination of the redeemed, but 
God would surely not annihilate that mother love 
which has persisted through those long years of 
anxious waiting. He will satisfy it. When David’s 
child died he ceased from his fasting, and said, “I 
shall goto him, but he will not return to me.”’ Surely 
just to be in the same place with the child was not 
exactly what he meant. He meant that he would 
know his child again. 

Paul comforts the Thessalonians with these words: 
“But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them that fall asleep; that ye sorrow not, 
even as the rest, who have no hope. For if we be- 
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 

also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him.” I Thess. 4:13, 14. Was this comfort only 
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because their dead would rise again, or because in 
that resurrection they should know one another? In 
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, Jesus speaks 
of the rich man, from the abode of the lost, seeing 
Abraham, and Lazarus in his bosom. There was 
recognition at least on his part. There can be nothing 
like “The Communion of Saints,” if they do not 
know one another. ‘What Is our hope, or joy, or 
crown of glorying? Are not even ye, before our Lord 
Jesus at his coming? For ye are our glory and our 
joy.” I Thess. 2:19, 20. Was the apostle not con- 
templating the fact that he would meet and know 
his converts at the Second Advent? And, again, “For 
now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know fully even 
as also I was fully known.”’ I Cor. 13:12. Surely this 
carries in it the conception of heavenly recognition, 
for “‘face to face’? means as friend to friend, and 
knowing as I am fully known there, in contrast with 
knowing in part here, means that we shall be less 
ignorant in heaven than we are here; and that, if we 
know one another only in part here, we shall know 
one another perfectly there. 


Faith overleaps the confines of our reason, 
And if by faith, as in old times was said, 
Women received their dead 
Raised up to life, then only for a season 
Our partings are, nor shall we wait in vain 
Until we meet again! 

—Long fellow. 


CHAPTER XIX 
HEAVENLY OCCUPATION 


‘THE Westminster Shorter Catechism says, “At 
the resurrection, believers, being raised up in glory, 
shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted in the 
day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the 
full enjoymg of God to all eternity.’ There will be 
no sin nor sorrow in heaven. The condition of the 
_redeemed will be that of perfect blessedness—a being 
satisfied with all that God has done in his mercy and 
grace. Nothing can enter there to disturb the har- 
mony of the mutual relationship of God with his 
children, and their own relationship with one another. 
Since we shall be divested of everything material, 
none of the relationships necessitating material con- 
siderations will be needed; for instance, there will 
be no separate family life in heaven, as there is here 
on earth, “for in the resurrection they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage.” But that does 
not mean that all social life will be destroyed. We 
shall evermore enjoy the society of the redeemed. We 
shall speak freely of spiritual things, and shall con- 
template the excellencies of Christ, and shall ponder 
on the heights and depths of the great salvation 
133 
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provided for us through him. We shall enjoy his in- 
effable presence, and no doubt sit at his feet, with 
greater confidence and blessedness than Mary of 
Bethany ever did, and listen to him unfolding the 
mysteries of his grace. We shall still be learners, ad- 
vancing in the knowledge of his will and ways. We 
shall grow im spiritual strength and beauty up toward 
his own likeness. More and more shall we catch his 
spirit and imitate him. There will be nothing m 
heaven to thwart that endeavor, because we shall do 
his will perfectly. 

We must remember that we shall not be changed 
into other than human beings. The idea that some of 
us had in childhood that, if we were good, we might 
become angels some time, Is altogether false. Some of 
us sang: 

“I want to be an angel, 
And with the angels stand, 


A crown upon my forehead, 
A harp within my hand.” 


It is mmpossible for human beings ever to become 
angels, for angels are an entirely different order of 
beings from men. We enter heaven much as we were 
on earth, except that sm has been purged away, and 
matter has been dropped, and, therefore, no tempta- 
tion of sm through the senses can ever assail us. The 
spiritual things of our earthly life we shall carry over 
with us into the life beyond—what we usually call 
character. These are the things that shall grow. It is 
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clear that we arrive in heaven in different stages of 
growth, with different capacities and abilities. Hence 
we have gradations of rank in heaven. Just as one 
star in the firmament differs from another in glory, 
so do redeemed souls differ in heaven. It would be a 
very monotonous place if we should all be uniform 
In spiritual comprehension, power, and attainment. 
But all shall be perfectly happy according to their 
capacities. 

It was hinted m a previous chapter that there 
might be nothing amiss in the thought of groups of 
the redeemed studying together under the direction 
of one better versed in heavenly things. If it will 
take eternity m order fully to understand God’s 
providence and grace in man’s redemption and works, 
why should we think it beyond a possibility for the 
saints who have a peculiar faculty for God and spir- 
itual things to be intrusted with the instruction of 
lesser intelligences? In heaven “his servants shall 
serve him,” and this service will consist of a cheerful 
doing of God’s will. 

We shall be full of joy, for “in thy presence ts ful- 
ness of joy; in thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore.” That joy will express itself -in songs of 
praise, ascribing unto God glory, honor, dominion, 
and power. They sing the song of Moses and the song 
of the Lamb, saying, ‘‘Great and marvellous are thy 
works, O Lord God, the Almighty; righteous and 
true are thy ways, thou King of the ages.” 
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The question may naturally be asked, If those in 
heaven should miss from its fellowship, happiness 
and service any whom they loved on earth, will it 
not mar their happiness? Will they not be disap- 
pointed and unhappy, if those they prayed for and 
look for shall fail to arrive at this happy destination? 
We may answer the question in this way, I think. 
The redeemed in heaven will be in such complete 
harmony with God that his will and actions will be 
gladly acquiesced in. Their happiness will consist 
in doing, without question or doubt, God’s will. 
Knowing what heaven is like and what are the nature 
and character of its inhabitants, we cannot hold out 
any hope to the dying sinner who has put off the day 
of opportunity to the last moment, thinking that 
priest or minister can anoint or pray him into the king- 
dom of heaven. What we are here, we shall be in the 
life to come. The only way of entrance to that blessed 

- realm is through a new life. “Except one be born 
™ anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3. 


“Ye must be born anew!” 
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The lost days of my life until today, 
What were they, could I see them on the street 
Like as they fell? Would they be ears of wheat 
Sown once for food but trodden into clay? 
Or golden coins squandered and still to pay? 
Or drops of blood dabbling the guilty feet? 
Or such spilt water as in dreams must cheat 
The undying throats of Hell, athirst alway? 
I do not see them here; but after death 
God knows I know the faces I shall see, 
Each one a murdered self, with low last breath, 
“Tl am myself,—what hast thou done to me?” 
“And I—and I—thyself,” (Io! each one saith,) 
“And thou thyself to all eternity.” 

—Dante Gabriel Rossetti 


CHAPTER XX 
WHERE AND WHAT IS HELL? 


No one with any heart can contemplate such a 
place as hell, with its torments, without the deepest 
emotion. Robert McCheyne, the great Scotch evan- 
gelical preacher, said that no minister should ever 
preach on this subject without tears mn his voice. 
From what the Scriptures reveal concerning this 
place of the impenitent, can we even imagine any of 
our loved ones, by their own acts, in the face of the 
gracious invitations of Christ and despite his love, 
entering the abode of the lost, without feeling poign- 
ant suffermg and anguish of heart? 

Endeavoring, as far as possible, to divest myself 
of the prejudices created by early training, which 
may have no foundation in the Word of God, I would 
approach the subject tenderly, after having searched 
the Scriptures to find out what has been written on 
the subject and the meaning thereof. I take no pleas- 
ure in harassing the feelings or in presenting lurid and 
ghastly aspects of hell in order to make one shudder 
and to inspire with fear. There was a time, not long 


», ago, when one of the incentives to a better life was 


~ the terror which filled the minds of men as a result 
of the preaching of hell and damnation. 
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Nowadays it is rare to hear the subject mentioned 


“ from the pulpit. Are mimisters so considerate of the 


esthetic feelings of their parishioners that they do 
not wish to disturb their composure by contemplat- 
ing the terrible side of the gospel? Or do ministers 
no longer believe in hell themselves? Or do they 
think that the day is gone for persuading men by the 
terrors of the Lord? 

The reason for this neglect of a theme which ts 
fruitful of good results when judiciously and sym- 
pathetically handled, is due very largely to the dis- 
taste for rt which has been inculcated by the loose 
theology of the popular novel of the day. Sin has 
Jost rts awfulness in the popular mind. Sin is con- 
sidered to be the outcome of a condition of life in 
which we find ourselves in our journey upward along 
the pathway of evolution; and since it is mevitable, 
we are not’ responsible for it, and God is too com- 
placent and indulgent to visit it with severe penalties. 
Thus men have thought, and either the Bible teach- 
ing on the subject is considered to be too distasteful 
for the modern mind or men are ignorant of what it 
teaches on the subject. 


WHERE IS HELL? 


In speaking of heaven, I said that heaven is up. 
Now if heaven is up, hell must be in the opposite 
direction: it is down, and the description of it in 
relation to space is down. ‘‘And thou, Capernaum, 
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shalt thou be exalted unto heaven? thou shalt go 


down unto Hades.” Matt. 11:23. “And he opened “ 


the pit of the abyss; and there went up a smoke out 
of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace.” Rev. 9:2. 
‘And the smoke of their torment goeth up for ever 
and ever.” Rev. 14:11. “And in Hades he [the rich 
man] lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.’ Luke 
16:23. In speaking to the quibbling Jews, Jesus said, 
“Ye are from beneath; I am from above.” John 
S223: 

These texts of Scripture are sufficient to indicate 
the direction of hell as a place. 


WHAT IS HELL? 
Hell is described both as a place and as a condition 


of existence. It is a place of fire prepared for the \,” 


devil and his angels—a place of torment and suffer- 
ing—a place of outer darkness where there Is weep- 
ing and wailing and gnashing of teeth—a place of 
punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of 
the Lord and from the glory of his might—a place of 
fire and brimstone—a place where their worm dieth 
not and the fire is not quenched—a place of eternal 
punishment. 

Since the material side of our nature perishes in ,_ 
the grave, and we enter into the other world as spir- 
itual beings, there will be nothing about us which 
physical fire can destroy. The devil and his angels ~ 
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being spirits are not capable of being consumed by 
fire. The most of these descriptions are symbolical 
of the suffermg and agony that must be endured by 
impenitent souls. 

The conception of hell came very largely from Ge- 
henna. Now Gehenna is a corruption of Ge-hinnom— 
the valley of Hmnom. This valley Iay outside the 
walls of Jerusalem, and, since the time of Josiah until 
the destruction of Jerusalem, was the place where the 
offal of the city was consumed. It was kept burning 
y night and day and became a place of pollution, 
utterly loathed and detested. No worse punishment 
could be mflicted on a man than to consign him to 
this horrible place. Its fires were kept burning day 
and night unceasingly. King Josiah found idolatry 
largely practiced in this beautiful vale of Hmnom. 
There, in the worship of Moloch, children were 
caused to pass through the fire. 

In order to efface the practice of idolatry, Josiah 
ordered the valley to be polluted by destroying here 
the offal from the Temple sacrifices and all the filth 
that was gathered. In the minds of the Jews it be- 
came associated with the future punishment of the 
wicked. Many allusions to the future of the wicked 
are associated In symbol with Gehenna. 

This is again an illustration of the necessity of the 
» use of material things as a basis for making intel- 
ligtble to the minds of men spiritual things. We are 
apt to dismiss these things by saying that they are 
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only symbols, but a symbol is used to convey some 
idea. It is the channel or medium of conveying a 
particular thought. While we may be imclined to 
disparage the symbol, let us not forget that some 
truth is conveyed to the mind by means of symbols. 

I am sure that when Jesus used symbols in his 
preaching, they were not unmeaning and empty. 
On the other hand, no symbol of fire and brimstone 
could ever convey to the mind of man the full con- 
tent of the suffering of an awakened conscience—the 
mental and spiritual agony of a soul who Is conscious 
that he has lost his opportunity forever, and that 
God has cast him off. 

What makes men to-day put off the great salvation 
with complacency? It is the fact that there is still 
time to make up their peace with God, and that they 
expect to do so before they die. It is hope that lures 
them on. But could men become suddenly conscious 
that hope is gone, that there is no more chance, that 
hell is yawning for them, what despair, what agony, 
what suffering of mind and soul! 

As we have just seen, many symbols are used to 
describe the condition of lost souls. Christ uses a 
variety of terms in describing the final result of cer- 
tain sins. ‘‘ Exclusion from the kingdom, banishment 
from himself is the end of those who have the Jan- 
guage of faith but not Its fruits; repudiation is the 
sentence of those who deny him before men; _ in- 
ability to enter the kingdom of heaven is the judgment 
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of the merciless and the ambitious; weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, that of the selfish; the doom of 
the unfaithful is to be cut asunder and have a portion 
with unbelievers; the outer darkness is the destiny 
of the unprofitable’? (Professor S. D. F. Salmond). 
Hell is, indeed, a final separation from God, a condi- 
tion of punishment for unforgiven:sin. 


CHAPTER XX] 
BY WHOM IS HELL INHABITED? 


l NEED scarcely dwell on the character of the 
great archenemy of our souls, Satan, whose sole 
purpose has been to thwart the love and purpose of 
Christ by tempting men and bringing them into, and 
keeping them in, a lost condition. His angels are , 
those spirits who do his will and help him to accom- | 
plish his devilish work. For them hell was prepared. ; . 
With them will be associated all human beings whom ¥ 
they deceived and induced to believe a lie. 

Hell will be peopled with those who have rejected 
the Lord Jesus Christ as a Saviour, because they 
preferred to cling to their sins, having been made the 
dupes of Satan and his myrmidons. 

No man will be held guilty for what he is not re- 
sponsible. A certain standard is set before all men 
of whatever time and place, and certain helps are 
provided by God for attaining to that standard, and 
conscience is given to register whether we have at- 
tained or not. Those who reject the helps provided, 
and prefer to be guided by their own desires, utterly 
failing to utilize the knowledge given, will be lost. 
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There is nothing surer than that God has given us 
ample opportunity to know Christ, whom he has given 


/to be the Saviour of the world. If we fail through any 


* fault of our own to accept him and to allow our will 


uF 


to be guided and controlled by his will, we shall 
be Jost. Hell will be occupied by those who rejected 
Christ willfully or negligently. 


HOW DID THEY GET TO HELL? 


They did not live up to their opportunities. They 
were so obsessed with sin that their own desires be- 
came a law to them. They were indifferent to the 
claims of the gospel, and gravitated toward the 
things which attracted them most, and God was left 
out of their reckoning. They neglected the great 
concern of human life, the mterests of the soul, and 
through neglect the fiber of the soul broke down and 
failed to respond to the gracious overtures of divine 


_ love. ‘‘ How shall we escape, if we neglect so great a 
_ salvation?” They forgot God in the allurement of the 


world’s appeal, and God had to turn his back upon 
them. They denied, were ashamed of, and rejected 
him, and he denied, was ashamed of, and rejected 
them. They set their faces toward hell, and never 
turned back at the solicitations of God’s love in 
Christ, and they went. to their own place. 

It is an easy thing for a man to arrive at hell. Let 
him go on im the way of his own choosing, never heed- 
ing the sovereign claims of Christ upon the soul, and, 
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be he ever so sagacious and prudent, he will arrive 
where he has directed his life. A man does not need 
to become a profligate and a desperado to insure his 
arrival at hell. He has only to forget God, and neg- 
lect the great salvation provided for mankind in 
Christ. “‘Broad is the way, that Ieadeth to destruc- 
tion.” It is easy to find, and the descent ts easy. 
The lamentable part is, many there are who find it. 


CHAPTER XXII 
THE NATURE OF THE PUNISHMENT IN HELL 


‘THE old theology was very dogmatic in its pro- 
nouncements upon the nature of the sufferings of hell. 

Jonathan Edwards, a former president of Prince- 
ton College, and considered to be one of America’s 
., greatest philosophers, preached a sermon on “‘Sin- 
ners in the Hands of an Angry God,” in which he de- 
picts the gruesome sufferings of sinners in the flames 
of hell-fire. I quote a sentence or two: “‘The wrath 
of God burns against them, their damnation does not 
slumber; the pit is prepared, the fire is made ready, 
the furnace is now hot, ready to receive them; the 
flames do now rage and glow. . . . The devil 
is waiting for them, hell is gaping for them, the flames 
gather and flash about them, and would fain lay hold 
on them and swallow them up. . . . The God 
that holds you over the pit of hell, much in the same 
way as one holds a spider, or some Joathsome insect 
over the fire, abhors you, and ts dreadfully provoked; 
his wrath towards you burns like fire; he looks upon 
you as worthy of nothing else but to be cast into the 
fire; he is of purer eyes than to have you in his sight; 
you are ten thousand times more abominable in his 
eyes than the most hateful venomous serpent is in 
ours.” 
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Surely such a description does not comport well 
with the words of Scripture, ““The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some count slackness; 
but is longsuffermg to youward, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to re- 

ot atlas II Peter 3:9. One can hardly imagine 
God’s taking a fiendish delight m committing sin- 
ners to such a holocaust. 

How many intelligent people nowadays would Iis- 
ten to a sermon like that from which I have just 
quoted, even from the lips of a distmguished philoso- 
pher and college president? 

Perhaps it was such descriptions of hell which put 
it into disrepute in the pulpit, so that ministers at the 
present time scarcely mention it, much less try to 
describe it. 

There are several views regarding the condition 
of the finally mmpenitent which are held by learned 
men. Some men have been so anxious to defend the 
good name of God from aspersions of cruelty and 
injustice, and protect the wicked, that I believe their 
enthusiasm and tenderness of heart have Ied them to 
misinterpret the Bible teaching on the subject. Let 
us briefly look at some of these theories. 


% 
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THE ANNIHILATION THEORY 
According to this theory, the wicked will be annihi- 
lated at death, or later; they will be absolutely de- 
stroyed; they will be put out of existence altogether. 
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But when? Some men think at their death; some 
think when they have suffered sufficiently for their 
sins, and some think that evil carries inherently a 
destructive power within itself, which will bring 
about its own destruction automatically. 

What answer have we to give to this theory? It is 
not in harmony with the plain teaching of Scripture. 
“Say ye of the righteous, that it shall be well with 
him; for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe 
unto the wicked! it shall be Ul with him; for what 
his hands have done shall be done unto him.”’ Isa. 
3:10, 11. The teaching of Scripture is that there is 
* retribution for sin, and no idea of retribution can be 
conveyed in annihilation of the soul at death. Much 
stress is laid upon the word “destruction,” which 
occurs in the passage where the angels of God’s 
power in flaming fire at Christ’s coming, shall render 
vengeance to them that know not God and to them 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus, “who 
shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction 
from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might.” II Thess. 1:9. But the interpretation of the 
passage is that the wicked shall be driven out from 
the presence of Christ, separated from him and not 
annihilated. A thing may suffer destruction if it Is 
separated from the use to which it should be put. 
You may destroy a book, for instance, without an- 
nihilating it, if you maltreat it; or a ship may be de- 
stroyed without sinking out of sight. It may be a 
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wreck on the rocks, and be useless for carrying a 
cargo: It is therefore destroyed. So a soul may be 
made useless for the purpose for which it was created, 
and thus be destroyed without bemg annihilated. 

Again, this theory shuts out all gradations of suf- 
fering. It would be manifestly unjust to mete out 
the same punishment to the wicked of all grades. 
But, even if, as some suggest, men do suffer until 
their penalty has been exhausted, each according to 
the magnitude of his sins, the punishment lies not 
in the destruction but in the suffering. 

There are two plausible views held by those who 
advocate annihilation, and which have become some- 
what popular. The first view is that the powers of 
the wicked become weakened and finally die from 
sheer exhaustion. So the more wicked men become, 
the sooner will they annihilate themselves. 

But is it not a fact of experience that great wicked- 
ness has been associated with a very virile physical 
and mental life, and that in some cases both seem to 
increase simultaneously? 

Again, it would be manifestly unjust if the greatest 
sinners should consume away first and be no more, 
and those who sinned least should have prolonged 
suffering. 

In fact, upon this theory, justice would be served 
by the prolongation of the life of the greatest sinner. 

The second view is that possibly between death 
and the judgment sinners suffer their proportionate 
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and just retribution, and that annihilation takes 
place at the judgment, or when adequate punish- 
ment has been meted out. 

But this view, instead of exalting the idea of jus- 
tice, introduces grace into the next life. The ideas 
associated with such words as “life”? and “death” 
do not contain any such content. 


THE CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY THEORY 


Associated with the Annihilation Theory is the 
theory of Conditional Immortality, which means 
that only through the gift and reception of Christ 
does the soul become immortal; that without Christ 
there is no immortality. “He that believeth on the 
Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth 
Yon him.” John 3:36. But surely no one who has 
read the New Testament carefully will confound life 
with mere existence, and want of life with extinction 
of existence. Death is separation from true and com- 
plete Ife. The words “life”? and “death” have a 
spiritual import. “Life”? means what one gains in 
Christ which enriches life and gives it fullness, and 
“death”? means the absence of that which Christ 
gives, so that a person may be devoid of this life 
which Christ gives and yet exist. 

The Scripture speaks of people being dead while 
they live. Now surely to mean that they are annihi- 
Jated and still have existence is sheer nonsense. The 
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meaning is that men may be dead spiritually while 
they are alive physically. 

But I have already shown that immortality 1s an 
inherent quality of the human soul, and therefore the 
theory of Conditional Immortality is absurd. 


THE SECOND PROBATION THEORY 


Another theory, somewhat prevalent, is that there 
is a Second Probation, which is, that beyond the 
grave a second chance will be given those who have 
rejected Christ here, to accept him and escape pun- 
ishment. Now this may be a fine attempt to justify 
the mercy and compassion of God, and show that his 
justice is flexible. But if such a thing were contem- 
plated, surely somewhere in the gospels some hint 
would be given about it. But the gospels are as silent 
about it as can be. 

In all the preaching, exhortation, and warning of 
Christ, not one hint is dropped as to such a possibil- 
ity. In fact, all his. gospel proceeds on the assump- 
tion that there will be no such thing. “Behold, now 
Is the.acceptable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.” In the parable of the rich man and Laz- 
arus, the ‘‘gulf’? between Paradise and Hades is 
described as fixed, no passing from one to the other. 

Besides, how demoralizing such a doctrine would 
be! Men would say, “No matter how I live here, I 
have another chance beyond.” In fact, according to 
this theory, we are taught to believe that there is a 
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possibility of escape in the next life. There is abso- 
lutely no Scriptural foundation for such a belief. 


THE FINAL RESTORATION THEORY 


There 1s another theory which is current In some 
quarters, and which has stamped its name upon a 
denomination, the theory of Universal Salvation, 
or the Final Restoration of all mankind. Tennyson 
says: 
O, yet we trust that somehow good 
Will be the final goal of ill, 
To pangs of nature, sins of will, 
Defects of doubt, and taints of blood; 


That nothing walks with aimless feet; 
That not one life shall be destroy’d, 
Or cast as rubbish to the void, 

When God hath made the pile complete. 


This theory of Final Restoration mcludes all men, 
no matter how bad they may have been. Appeal has 
been made to such passages of Scripture as: “And I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 


“myself.” John 12:32; “In the name of Jesus every 


knee should bow, of things in heaven and thimgs on 
earth and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 


~ the glory of God the Father.” Phil. 2:10, 11; “Not 


wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” II Peter 3:9; “Until the times 
of restoration of all things.” Acts 3:21; “For as 
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in Adam all die, so also m Christ shall all be made 
pirves, -1i(Cor, 15:22! 

To show the precise meaning of the seeming uni- 
versality to which these passages point, one would 
have to take them up separately. Suffice it to say 
that the obscure passages of Scripture are inter- 
preted by the passages which are definite and about 
which there can be no dispute as to their meaning. 

Restorationists stretch the meaning of the word 
“all,” and make it too inclusive of things not con- 
templated by the clear statement of other passages 
of Scripture. 

In the Scripture, the sinner is not described as 
looking forward to a final restoration, but rather to 
““a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a 
fierceness of fire which shall devour the adversaries.” 
Heb. 10:26, 27. The Scriptures are quite definite 
regarding those who resist the Holy Spirit and sin 
against him. The sin ts described as having no for- 
giveness both in this life and in the life to come. 

With all these theories confronting us, how are we 
to get at the teaching of the Scriptures regarding the 
duration of final punishment? 

We must take the words of Christ, and not read 
into them any modern interpretation of them, nor 
anything we should like them to mean. We must take 
them and interpret them in the light in which they 
were interpreted by those who heard them, ay, giving 
them the very meaning Christ himself wished them 
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to convey, as far as we can. He did not speak for the 
purpose of deceiving the people. He spoke m lan- 
guage which they could understand. And when he 
used Gehenna as a symbol of final punishment, it 
was to convey to the people the idea they had formed 
about Gehenna. 

The trend of the literature with which the minds 
of the Jews were imbued taught distinctly annihila- 
tion and eternal punishment, the weight of authority, 
however, being on the side of eternal punishment. 
The Iate Professor Alfred Edersheim, the Christian 
Jew, than whom there is no greater authority on 
Jewish beliefs of the gospel period, says, “Since 
the Schools of Shammai and Hillel represented the 
theological teachmg in the time of Christ and his 
Apostles, it follows that the doctrine of eternal pun- 
ishment was that held in the days of our Lord, how- 
ever It may have afterwards been modified.” 

With this view in mind, the references to Gehenna 


‘ or hell must be interpreted. The people understood 


Christ to mean that the punishment in hell was 
eternal, and this was the idea he mtended to leave 
in their minds. When he speaks of the “eternal 
fire’? and the “‘unquenchable fire,” of “the place 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched,” he surely meant that the punishment was 
unending, eternal. 

Now, if language means anything, in view of the 
meaning already entertained by those who heard his 
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,/ words, surely we cannot escape the conclusion that 
Christ taught that fmal punishment is eternal. 

In opposition to that, some Scriptures are adduced 
to prove the contrary; such as, ‘And that servant, 
who knew his lord’s will, and made not ready, nor 
did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes; but he that knew not, and did things worthy 
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.” Luke 

YY 12:47, 48. But this surely refers not to the duration 
of the punishment but to the severity of it. 

Another parable is quoted, in which it is said that 
the debtor should not be released from prison until 
he had paid the uttermost farthing. This ts taken 
by some to mean that the last farthing can be paid 
and release secured. But, if a man Is cast into prison 
for debt, how shall he im prison ever acquire enough 
of money to secure his release? The teaching simply 
is that there is a certain stage after which a man 

, cannot deliver himself, when his condition becomes 
‘irrevocably fixed. It points to the hopelessness of 
his deliverance from prison. 

But if no other statements had been made by 
Christ, this one should indicate his teaching on the 
subject: “‘And these shall go away into eternal pun- 
ishment: but the righteous into eternal life.” Matt. 

“25:46. Now, argument has centered around the 
word ‘‘eternal.’’ The Greek word, it 1s claimed, has | 
the meaning “from age to age,” or “age-long.”’ 
Surely Christ spoke in no ambiguous terms on a 
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theme of such vital moment. He spoke with no men- 
tal reservation. 

Whatever interpretation we put on “eternal” in. 
one case, we must put the same interpretation on it 
in the other. If we limit the meaning of “eternal”’ as 
applied to “‘punishment,” we must also limit it as 
applied to “life.”? But the life which is eternal is 


/ never ending, and so is also the punishment. The 
' word “eternal”? in both cases means unmeasured 


continuance. The clear teaching of our Lord con- 
cerning the punishment of the doomed, I believe, is 
that it is without end. 

How this comports with the love, justice, and 
mercy of God I. know not. To say that a man’s 
punishment Is greater than he can bear is different 
from saying that it is more than his just due. Be- 
fore we dare attempt to think that this view does not 
exhibit the justice and mercy of God to advantage, 
we must know what sin Is; and we cannot fully 


-comprehend the meaning of sin until we know what 


the holiness of God is. It becomes us to try to realize 
that si is abhorrent mm God’s sight, and that it 
brings a most fearful penalty upon the impenitent 
sinner. God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity 
and cannot look with complacency upon sin. 

I know that this is a very unpopular view of hell, 
but surely Jesus Christ ts the great Authority on the 
subjects that pertain to life here and hereafter. Even 
so great a theologian as Theodore Parker said that, 
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oie the plain teaching of Jesus concerning hell was 
eternal punishment, yet he did not believe it. 

What right have men to say that they do not be- 
lieve the plain teaching of Christ? Does that alter 
the truth? Ah, no; let us accept what he plainly 
teaches, no matter how difficult it may be for the 
mind to accept it, and shape our conduct accord- 
ingly. 

Let us flee from the wrath to come, and exhort 
others with all the persuasion and love we can com- 
mand, to avoid that place which, no matter what 
view we may take of it, is awful even in the contem- 
plation thereof. 

_, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be 
/saved.” Acts 16:31. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth him that sent me, hath eter- 
nal life, and cometh not into judgment, but hath 

’ passed out of death into life.” John 5:24. 
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CROSSING THE BAR 


Sunset and evening star, 

And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, 

When I put out to sea, 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 


Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 
For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar. 
—Alfred Tennyson 
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